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Play in our Nation, where Wit ſo ſel- 

; dom appears, will be gazed upon by 

& ſome, who do not e the Nature of 
the thing, and laughed at by others who 
think Wit and Ingenuity, like fine Periwigs 
and faſhionable Clothes, muſt be fetched 
from foreign Places to ferve their Caprice 

or pleaſe their Humour. I have ſeen ſome 
Pieces of Wit in our own Country, which, 
if they had come from Fance or England, 
would have been eſteemed the higheſt Daſh- 
es of ſome excellent Pen; yet they lie here 
unregarded and negle&ted by the moſt Part 
of our intelligent Men. This ſufficiently 
argues, that we generally have a Diſguſt of 
our own, and too great a Fondneſs for 
Things which come from abroad. The 
3 Engliſh have a far different Humour from 
this: They applaud nothing but what grows 
in their own Soil, and is produced in their 
; own Air. I think they are too indulgent 
and partial to themſelves, and we are too 
' ſevere and ſharp on one another; both Ex- 
* tremes ſhould be ſhunned : And therefore, 
I intreat my Countrymen, in their cenſur- 
F ing and judging this Work, that they would 
only conſider the Play, and not regard the 
Perſons who write it. In Defence of this 
Eſſay we mult engage two Parties, the Fa- 
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natioks-and Criticks, The Fanaticks will call % þ 
us-ftheiſts, as they term thoſe who oppoſe Xo 
them in the leaſt Punctilio. This is al the 4 
Anſwer we can expect from them; for they 
are bleſt with Stupidity, and even Satire- 
proof; ſo they jogg on ſecurely, and pur- 
fue their own Intereſts, without caring what 
the World knows or ſays of them, We 
will take ſome more pains to pleaſe the Cr i- 
ticks, and will give them an ingenuous Ac- 
count of the whole Matter. We acknow- | 
ledge that there is not in our Play that ſame * 
Embelliſhment of Art, Politeneſs of Lan- 
age, or Regularity of Plot, which is ob- 
erved in ſome of the late Eng/iſh Come- 
dies. The People we live among are narrow - 
and ſtingy, and we are not ſharpened with * 
the Converſe which other Places allow; be- 
fides, it is our firſt Eſſay, which merits ſome 
Excuſe, and the Truth of the Matters f 
Fat may make alſo ſome Atonement for 
our Faults. We have not had Time to give 
our Invention Scope, but only ro rouſe up 
and exercile our Memory; we have rather 
played the Part of a true Hiſtorian than of 
an exact Comedian. The moſt Part of the 
| Stories here related were ſaid by one or o- 
ther of the Presbyterian Party. We have 
ſometimes put theſe Tales in the Mouths 
of others than thoſe who ſaid them, but 
that very ſeldom. Nor could we bring on 
the Stage all the Members of the General 
Aſſembly, 


; | PREFACE. s 
vill call} Aſſembly, for that would have ſpoiled the 
N Decorum of the Play. But I hope the ju- 
all the dicious and impartial Reader will eaſily diſ- 
r they cern, that we have attributed nothing to any 
Satire- but what is ſuitable and agreeable to his Cha- 
1 pur- racter. 

g wat That the Earl of Crawfurd (who is under 


We |} the Name My Lord higridden) did ſeveral 
e Cre Times miſtake the Meaning of the Aſſem- 
is Ace | bly, is as certain as any thing can be ; for, 
2 ven the Brethren were ſpeaking about the 
ſame 


Terms of Communion with the Epiſcopal 


Lan- Party, he took it for the Sacrament of the 
is ob- Lord's Supper, and ſo made a ridieulous 
ame: ch to that Effect. The Brethren, who 


ro had no Reſpect to his Dignity, told him 
witn roughly, that he knew not what he was ſay- 
be- ing; for they think Ill- manners as eſſential 
ſome to Religion as Want of Senſe. That he call- 
rs of ed the whole Crowd of People, diſperſed 
for through the Aſſembly-houſe, a Board, (as 
give he uſed to call the Council-table) is known 
e up by every body who frequented their Meet- 
ther ings. That we make him take Plantations 
nof of Gardens for Plantations of Kirks, is na- 
the | ral enough for a Man who underſtands 
0 * nothing but Gardenry, and frequently uſes 
ave to miſtake. He always mixes together Bits 
ats of Nehemiah and Pieces of Pembrole's Ar- 
but cadia, as we may ee in his printed Speech 
; 0N before the Parliament, which I believe is 
ral 4 the ſtrangeſt Medley ever was ſeen. That 
ly, = 23 he 


— —_ _—_ 
- * 


— — — — — — 


— ñöàm4—ñã— ——— im 9 


Am" 
= 


— 


— — — 


"vi P-REFACE. 


he ſought Months to adviſe and fit himſelf ho 
for being a Member of the Aſſembly, when ih 
it was to fit but one, is clear from the hi- th 
ſtorical Account of the General Aſſembly, Pr 
the Matters of Eact in it none yet had the fr: 
Brow to deny. For all his Pretences to Re- de 
ligion, yet, to oblige a Friend, or compli- of 
ment one whom he is afraid of, he will do IT 
Things both againſt his Conſcience and his 
Reaſon, for ſo he lately told the Viſcount ꝙꝓ 
of Tarbat he had done, in ſubſcribing an Act, 
for his Penſion. His Malice and Injuſtice 
to the Epiſcopal Clergy, even to thole who 
complied to the Civil Government, is well 
known in this Kingdom ; and that his Senſe + 
is as little as his Eſtate, which is none at all, 
no Man who hath any Senſe doubts it. 

The Moderator, Mr. Hugh Kennedy, hath 
Matter enough to do his own Buſineſs, and 
is not much obliged to borrow Expreſſions 
from his canting Brethren. Every body, 
who had the Honour to ſee him in the Chair, 
mult confeſs that he began his Speeches or- 
dinarily with a By his Providence we are. met 
bere in this Place; Mie are again re-aſſembled ; 
and, PW tell you po ſiti vely what it is, and ne- 
gatively-what it ia not; and ſuch Hap- ſtumble 
as this into pure Nonſenſe. He was ſo vio- 
lent and fiery, that he was excommunicated 
long ago by the Presbyterians themſelves, 
as à Fire-brand ſent from Hell to inflamne 
Chriſt's. Kirk here on Earth, It is 42 4 

1 | W 
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mſelf Sow he prayed, in the Aſſembly, to drown 
when he Noiſe, and ſilence the Gabble of the Bre- 
the hi- 4hren, He uſes his own Words in all the 
?mbly, Prayers except this one, He deſires Grace 
ad the from God, if be would epect Glory, which in- 
to Re- deed is borrowed from one Mein, a Brother 
ompli- of his, who preaches juſt now at Dalkeith. 
„ill do The Curates muſt fall a Victim to his Fu- 
nd his ry; for none of them, tho' they fully com- 
count Ply, can keep their Livings, while he poſ- 
n Act, Fr his Chair, tho' the Nobility and Gen- 
uſtice try, yea, King and Queen, ſhould requeſt 
> who it. Kings, as well as Curates, if they be 
well not covenanted, (for they phraſe it) muſt 
Senſe be depoſed, yea, killed oo, if they be not 
t all, ſor the good Cauſe, They ſay the Mode- 

'rator is witty, and his own Party calls him 
hath party. The only Inſtance of this, which 

and I know, is, that he made a better Bargain 


lions khan Judas; for Judas ſold our Saviour for 
ody, thirty Pieces of Silver; but Mr. Kennedy got 
hair, a hundred Pieces of Gold for his Part in 
or- (felling King Charles I. Poor lilly, fickle Ju- 
met das repented, and flung back the Money a- 
led, gain; but wiſe, ſtedfaſt Mr. Kennedy keeps 
ne- well what he got, and thirſts for more, and 
ible would take off a Tyrant's Head (for ſo he 
vio= names all Kings) with as great Pleaſure, as 
ted be juſt now poſſeſſes a Curate's Living. 

es, When we repreſent Mr. Gilbert Rule, 


me: 


ON 


(ho is under the Name Mr. Sa/athie/ Liule- 
wn, enſe) we do not confine ourſelves cloſely: 


to 
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to his Diſcourſes in the General Aſſembly ! 


but we take in ſome of his Speeches ſaid ii 
the College this Winter, That famous Say Kr 


ing of his in a publick Lecture, S/ aligun He 


virus colebit falſum Deum, ſeu verum Deum ud 


non preſcriptum eſt, iſte virus eſt guiltus idola- Th 
trie, is ſo known through the Town, that 

he is nicknamed Doctor Guiltus from that He 
very Thing. If I ſhould tell his Manage- L: 
ment of the College this Winter, and his U 
Latin Speeches, or rather his Scotch Speech. * 
es ending in Latin Terminations, with a ® 
Thouſand other Follies and Villanies, it ; 


would make a pleaſant enough Comedy by 
itſelf, and ſufficiently expoſe the Presbyte- 
rians, who have picked him out of their 
whole Party to fill ſuch a conſiderable Place, 
and to ſucceed ſo excellent a Man as the 
learned Dr. Monro. Ignorance, which is a 
fitter Parent of Impudence than Devotion, 
made this Fellow attack the learned Dr. St1/- 
ling fleet with an impertinent Scribble on an 
impertinent Subject, to wit, on the Jure- di- 
vi no-ſhip of Presbytery, which few Men of 
Senſe or Ingenuity ever pretended to main” 
tain, I am confident, if I ſhould rake the 
Dunghill of his Crimes, and fully declare 
his Ignorance and Knavery to the World, 
none would read his Writings who read his 
Life. In ſhort, his Character is, always to 
be nibbling at Speeches, often ſpeaking 
Nonſenſe, and {till wrong Latin. _ 


| 
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\Membly It were an unpardonable Fault if the wor- 
es ſaid I Mr. X:r4t9un did not bear a conſiderable 
ous Say Hurt in our Play; he who hath the true Mien, 
aliguu Heſture, Actings, and Speeches of a Come- 
Deum indian, when he hath once got into the Pulpit. 
us ido/a. The People of the Town uſe to flock about 
vn, that him, as they uſe to do about a Stage-Player, 
om that He'll tell you from any Text, of five loſt 
lanage- Eabours, three Opportunities, three Lamen- 
and his tions, three Woes, three Prophecies, three 
Speech. Doubts, three Fears, a Propoſal, and a Word 
with a about Scotland, and another about a Dog, 
ies, it and fo he has done. Then, when he is to 
dy by a upon Controverſy, drawing up and down 
sbyte- 1 is Breeches, he'll tell you, he mutt take a 
their Word of a Whore, (for ſo he names the 
Place, Church of Rome) fo that leads him to ſpeak 
as the about the Virgin Mary, whom, he lays, her 
h is a Husband 7e/eph felt the firſt Night he bed- 
otion, ded with her, and found her with Child, 
- $/;/- und immediately concluded ſhe was a Whore, 
on an (as 1 would have done mylelt, ſays he) and 
- di- Was going to put her away: For who could 
n of have been jealous of the Holy Gholt ! 
aain» lle is as, comical in giving the Commu- 
> the Dion; for lately, at Cramond, he clapt a Bit 
lare of Bread in his next Neighbour's Hand, and 
old, ſaid, Saint, eat this, and your bread's baken. 
his Then he took, the Cup, and deſired them 
sto all to drink heartily, for they were all very 
ing welcome. We mult give you ſome Account 
ot his Way of praying. He'll pray that God 
Ie 3 would 
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would bring back our baniſhed King; then ; 


he will make a long Stop, and fo ſurpriſe 


the Audience: Then he'll tell God not to 
miſtake him, for it is not King James, but 


King Jeſus, who hath been banithed theſe 


twenty-eight Years. Then, when he prays ; 


for People troubled in Spirit, he'll tell, it is 
a wholeſome Diſeaſe, and wiſh that many 
more were ſo, becauſe he was once bound 
himſelf. He juſtly bears the Name of Plain 
Dealer, for he oppoſed the whole Aſſembly 
often, and {tumbled into many fad Truths. 
He faid, their Fool-praying was hypocri- 
tical, and that they were ſceking their 


la 
fc 


own Intereſt, And, in a Sermon lately 5 
preached, he fairly arraigned the Govern- . 
ment, and ſaid, 72 Earl of II v WHOIS 
true ta his Cod and his King in his own Faſhion, . 
he's clapt up in Priſon ; but the Earl of S » fc 
20 true to none of them, he's at preſent Free- 
dom ; I think (ſays he) our Government ſhall * , 
never be right, His Sermons are Comedies 1 
without ben they are the Chat of the 


1 


Taverns and Coffee-houſes; the Divertiſe- 


ment, of the young People in Town. In 
ſhort he is more famous for theſe Notes of 
his Sermons, than the other is for his La- 


tin, When he takes a Freak in his Head, 
; 
? 


he's for Moderation; not out of any Kind- 
neſs he has for the Epiſcopal Clergy, bur 
out of an Humour of Singularity, a Spirit 
of Contradiction, and often for Want of 


thinking; 


N 


s 
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then Piaking; for he who ſpeaks without think. 
rpriſe ing cannot be very conſequential to himſelf, 
ot to put fall into a great many Abſurdities. 

„ but Mr. Fraſer of Brae deſerveth the Name 
theſe of Turbulent very well; for he's as — 
PTaYS inſolent, croſs-grain'd a Fellow as ever live 
„it is Iis whole Trade, when he was young, was 

many to debauch Ladies Waiting-women ; but 
ound now, when he's graver, he talks obſcenely, f 
Plain and ſhews a thing not to be named to the 

mbly Maid, as he did to a great many Women 

ruths. lately at the Croſs of Dunfermline. Now, 

POCtt= for Women he takes Wine, and drinks as 

their great a Quantity of hard Sack as Curates 

ately do of Ale. His Party calls the Fumes of 

vorn- the Liquor the Operations of the Spirit of 

060 15 God, and his Fury and Madneſs they term 

ſhion, true Zeal. The molt Part of the Articles 

of the Libella Univerſalis was made uſe of 

Freee by him to thruſt out the Epiſcopal Clergy 

ſhall of Fife, Mr. Jobnſton of Burntiſland, and 

edies Mr. Fohnſton of Saline, were both ſuſpended 

f the by him for being ordained by a Biſhop, and 
rtiſe- recommending T he M hole Duty of Man ; and 
In many more, for theſe, and the reſt of the 

es of fidiculous Articles in that univerſal Libel ; 

La- (for ] aſſure you that was their exact Way 

lead, of libelling.) The Epiſcopal Miniſters 

Nind- could not have the 2 to ſee or hear 

but the Witneſſes depoſe againſt them; and par- 
Spirit ticularly, when Mr. Baues, Miniſter at Al 

it of f Bata. hall, quoted an Act of Parliament to this 

ing ; 8 | Purpole, 
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Purpoſe, Mr. Fraſer told him roundly, thad 
he was not to be governed by the Acts of 
Parliament, but by the Spirit of God, This D 
Hero made a Speech againſt the Lord's Pray.” 
er, not long ago, in his own Church at Cu: * 
roſs, going through all the Articles of it, 
proving that we ſhould not fay it, 1 /t | 
(fays he) Mie cannot ſay, Our F her which at 
in Heaven, except we knew wwe were predeſti- 
nated; for I'm ſure the Devil's a Father u.. 
many of y He goes on, If you were ge- | 
ing to Bed at Night, it were Nonſenſe to ſay, © 

Grove us this Day our daily Bread. Then, | 
(continues he) , I were owing any of you © 
1000 Merks, none of you would forgive me ; fi | 
no more can you ſay, Forgive us our Debts as 
we forgive our Debtors. So, after this Faſhion? 

he refuted the ſaying of the Lord's Prayer. 


But another Presbyterian Miniſter in the 


North, Mr. — -was much franker, and ſaid, 
If ever Chriſt was drunk in his Life, it was 
when he made this Prayer. In ſhort, we have 
made Mr. Fraſer ſpeak nothing but what he 
actually ſaid, either in the General Aſſem- 
bly, in his Sermons, or in the Presbytery 
of Culroſs, of which he is Moderator. | 
Mr. David Williamſon is called Mr. Solo- 
tomon Cherry-Trees, for that famous Action 
of his, in getting with Child the Lady Cher- 
Trees Daughter, in that Inſtant when 
the Soldiers were ſearching the Houſe to 


carry him away to ſuffer the juſt Puniſh- 3 


ment 


PREFACE. xiii 


ly, tha ment of a Rebel and a Traitor. We inge- 
Ads of huouſly confels, that all the Speeches made 
„ Thie Sy Mr. Solomon were not actually ſaid by 
s Pray. Mr. David ; but I think all that was ſaid is 
at G agreeable enough to his Character, who is- 
of it. Jo famous for Love Intrigues, who preaches 

' ' oft out of the Canticles, and talks fo much 


ieh a in his Sermons, of Beds of Roſes, and Dams 
redeſt;- of Love. Tho' he be pretty old, yet Na- 
ath;r t; ture is not ſo much decayed in him as 


ere go- in the other. He carries about with him 
the cd Man in the literal Senſe; he is a 
Te, compleat Tartuffe, and under the Mask of 
of you * Piety be acts his laſcivious Tricks. Not a 
me; ſo. Year ago, he ſent for a young Wench, and 
g told her that ſhe was with Child. She an- 
aſhion}. ſwered ſhe was not with Child. Then he 
rayer. * ſaid he ought to ſee if it was fo; ſo he 
in the - handled her Breaſt and Belly very roughly, 
4 aid. and after this he far down and prayed a 
it wa; long while with her. The Maid gives this 
e have Account herſelf; Modeſty would not allow 
bat he ber to ſay more, but we may eaſily gueſs 
ſem. the reſt. ; 
ns I ſhall not mention the extraordinary A- 
Very  varice and Covetouſneſs of the Presbyte- 
85%. tian Miniſters, which is more peculiar to 
Action then: than to any Set of Men in the World: 
Chor. Neither ſhall 1 tell how they devour Wi- 
when dos Houſes, chouſe old filly Women, ruin 
good Families, and, by their Sneaking and 
min Cheating, get good Eſtates, even in the 
5 B Times 
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or I don't pretend, in this Place, to give 


in exact Account or Hiſtory of the Lives 


and Actions of thoſe Presbyterian Heroes; 4 


that would {well this Preface to a big Vo- 
lume; but I only relate ſome Matters of 
Fact, without which our Play cannot be 


well underſtood. Since theſe are the chief 


Champions for the Good Old Cauſe, and 
God-like Saints of the Covenant, who by 
their own Party are eſteemed by far the 
beſt and moſt learned, the moſt eminent 
for Gifts and Graces, it will be no Difficul- 
ry to make a Judgment of the reſt of them. 

The Part that Mr. Stile bears in our 
Play, is a Character of the whole comply- 
ing Epiſcopal Miniſters. I ſhall name one 
Mr. De—— — who made an Addreſs to 
the Commiſſion of the Kirk, telling them 
how he and his Brethren had fully com- 
plied with the Civil Government, and would 
as frankly comply with their Kirk Govern- 
ment, and deſired to act as Presbyters in 
this Church. The Addreſs was refuſed, 
and it was reſolved, that none who ſerved 
under Epiſcopacy, and had taken the Teſt, 
ſhould be admitted into the Kirk; © For 


imes of Perſecution, (as they call them) 


—1 


b: 
7 


« (fay they) if we ſhould admit theſe Men, 


« who have changed their Principles, and 
broken their Oaths, we could not be ſe- 
e cure of them; tho' we had them under 
« a thouſand Ties, yet they would be rea- 

| « dy 


them) 


o give 
Lives 


eroes; 
ig Vo- 
ers of 
not be 
chief 
„ and 
ho by 
ar the 
1!nent 


ticul- * 


them, 
n our 


nply- 


e One 


(Ss to 


them 
com- 
/ould 


vern-— ; 


TS in 
uſed, 
rved 
Teſt, 
For 
Men, 
and 
ſe- 
nder 
rea- 


dy 


f o 
3 dy to join with [Scans ef It gg cu 
„ the prevailing Party to ſet it u - 
Ch ry . the ſmaller Part, 1 
&« be thruſt out again.” The Reaſon is 75 
ficiently good for thoſe who are only 2 
by Intereſt. The Speeches made by Mr. 
Turncoat are the very Words which were 
ſpoke by ſome young Men, who had their 
Education under Epiſcopacy. I could nag 
ſome of them, but they are ſo lilly an 
mean- ſpirited Fellows, that I think it not 
worth my Time to trouble the Reader or 
mylelf in taking particular notice of owe 
The Love-ſcenes contain the true Way o 
the Presbyterian Wooing ; the Scenes be- 
twixt the News-mongers contain the true 
and genuine Language of the Bigots of 
both Parties; and the Scene about the Cha- 
[raters needs no Commentary, ſince they 
are juſt and exact. 
| het erin briefly related the Matters of Fa& 


of which our Play is made up, I ſhall in 


Words anſwer the Objections that may 
8 againſt the Manner of writing it. 
Firſt, then, the Criticks perhaps will ſay, 

that our Play is made up of two Plots, the 


one of Love, the other about the General 


Aſſembly. Suppoſe this were true, we 
as defend 4-35 „ by Examples of 
ſome of the Ancients and Moderns too, of 

no {mall Note, who os _ oy _ 
| iged to ſeek Shelter un 
we are not oblige * RE 


xvi PREFACE. 


Authority, for Reaſon will ſufficiently de- 
fend us. Our entire and uniform Plot is, 
to repreſent the Villainy and Folly of the 
Presbyterians in their publick Meetings, 


and the private Tranſactions of their Lives; 
and, how we have ſucceeded in both, we 


leave it to the Judgment of the ingenuous 
Reader. 


Secondly, It may be ſaid that the Scene 


about my Lord Hu hath no Connexion 
with the Plot, and that his Lordſhip makes 
a mere Parentheſis in our Play. I anſwer, 


he does ſo in the State, and daſhes fo thro' 


thick and thin, that it is hard to get him 
kept out of any thing. Beſides, all the 
Matters of Fact ſaid about him are very 
true, and he's a great Hero in the Refor- 
mation; and I do not ſee but this Scene a- 
you as well with the principal Plot, as the 
econcilement of Thars and Phedre, in Te- 
rence's Eunuch, with the Marriage of Cherea 
and Chremes's Siſter, which is principally in- 
tended by the Poet; yet it is thought regu- 

lar enough by all the judicious Criticks. 
The third Objection is made by the grave 
and ſerious Men, who don't quarrel the Re- 
gularity of the Plot, but are ſtartled at ſome 
N N They ſay we make the Can- 
ticles a Pimp to Luſt, and that our Lovers 
fetch their Compliments, and make their 
Aſſignations out of that Book; which is for- 
mally to burleſque the Scripture. Thele 
Gentlemens 
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ly de. Gentlemens Zeal hath by far got the bet- 
ot is, ter of their Reaſon. If they would con- 
of the ſider the Ancients Behaviour in this Mat- 
etings, ter, they would ſoon have cooler Thoughts. 
Lives; Juvenal, in his Satires, paints the Vices of 
h, we the Age in ugly broad Terms, jult as y 
-nuous were acted, out of a mere Deſign to la 

Men from their Follies, and fright them 
Scene from their Vices, by the ugly Repreſenta- 
exion tions of them. Even the Scripture itſelf 
makes brings in the Fool ſaying in his Heart, There 
ſwer, #5 no God; and Abſalom conſulting and ac- 
thro' ting Treaſon againſt his Father and King; 
t him yet, for all that, the Penmen are neither 
I the to * accuſed of Atheiſm nor Treaſon :: 
very Why may not we alſo bring in Hypocrites, 
11 with Religion in their . in the 
ne a- greateſt Villainy that was ever heard of ? 

s the  Fourtbly, It may be objected, that for all. 
n Te- our Pretences to Truth and Sincerity in 
heres Matters of Fact, yer we talk at random in 
y in- the laſt Scene, where we make the Presby- 
egu- terian Miniſters ſpeak baſely and maliciouſ- 
„ ly of all Kings, and tell the Captain of the 
rave Guard, that they had a Commiſſion under 
Re- the Broad Seal of Heaven, and ſo refuſe to 
ome riſe till they were compelled by Force, and 
Cane then to run away in Confuſion, curſing 
vers their Enemies. This is eaſily anſwered, 
heir if we conſider that the General Aſſembly 
for- always uſed 10 contradict and thwart the 
heſe State, as is clear by ſeveral of their Acts, 
dens 2 B 3 but 


. 5 
{ but particularly, by one which bears the ge 
0 Name of An Act and Declaration of the Ge. | 
| neral Aſſembly againſt the Act of Parliament 
1 | and Committee of Eſtates. | 
It may likeways be conſidered, that the x: 
| Presbyterians are Enemies to Monarchy ; for g 
| 


this 1s the third Time that Presbytery has 
been eſtabliſhed in Scotland, and till upon j 
| the Death or Bariſhment of ſome of their 1: 
| Jawful Sovereigns. Allo it cannot be de- b 
t 
| 


nied, but the preſent Presbyterian Mini- 

ll | ſters have as much Fury and as little Wit 
i} {| as in the Time of Cromwell the Uſurper, : 
when they ſat without an Order from the 
State, and acted independently of it, till Co- 
Jonel Cotteral/ was ſent with a Regiment to 
raiſe them. They told him they had a 
Commiſſion to fit, and preſented the Bible 

to him. He deſired them to read it. The 
Brethren were a little puzzled at that. Then 
the Colonel rhreatned to drag them thence ; 

ſo they were forced to riſe, and never met 
till this Time. The Chorus is as pertinent 

as any thing can be, ſince they are a Set 
of Men who never forgive any Injury, and, 
inſtead, of praying for Converſion, they 
pour down: Curſes for the Confuſion of 
their Enemies. 

Our Deſign in this Eſſay is fully to re- 
preſent the Villainy and Folly of the Fana- 
ticks, that ſo, when they are in ſober Mood, 
they may leriouſly reflect on them, and. 


L repent. 


ars the 4 
he Ge. 
lament 


nat the 
Ly ; for 
ry has 
upon 
their 
be de- 
Mini- 
e Wit 
urper, 
m the 
Co- 
ent to 
had a 
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The 
Then 
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nent 
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and, 
they 
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re- 
ma- 
20d, | 
and. 
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PREFACE. = 
what is paſt, and make amen 
2 if it * poſſible; or n= * 
the Civil Government may be der 2 | 
rouſed to rid us of the Impertinence an 1 
ranny of this Gang, who injuriouſly treat 
ood and learned Men, and are Enemies to 
— Society itſelf. This Play was begun 
juſt after the King of France took _ ar 
1s clearly intimated in the firſt Scene ; * L 
by Reaſon of ſome Gentlemens going . 
the Country, who were concerned in * 
lay dormant four Months; then it was - 
about again, and was very ſoon a e , . 
We confeſs it was haſtily huddled toget * 
for we were not a Fortnight _ t 6 
whole Work, by reaſon of a Multitude - | 
Buſineſs the Authors were entangled ” 
hope this will alſo draw a favourable _ 
ſure from the mon Reader. It ie the 
Employment of our idle Hours, and we 


were ſufficiently pleaſed and diverted by it. 
met 


5 h 
ſhort, Reader, if you take half as muc 
Fleatore in reading it, as we did in writing 
it, you will neither think your Money nor 


* Pains ill beſtowed. 
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©: 

| 

| | UR Northern Country ſeldom taſtes of Wit ; 8. 
The too cold Clime is juſtly blam'd for it. J 
Nothing our Hearts can move, or Fancy bribe, I 
7 

/ 


I Except the Cibb'riſh of the canting Tribe. 

h *Tis a long while ſince any Play hath been, 

| | Except Rope-dancing, in our Nation ſeen ; 

1 But now, in this our all. reforming Age, 

ll Weoe got a Play=——The Pulpit's turn'd a Stage ! 

| And Jack the Actor doth appear devout, 

| (The only Way to catch the ſenſeleſs Rout) 

With Hums and Haut, and whining Voice and Tone, 
| He preaches Nonſenſe and Rebellion: 
| 

| 
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And, ſo obtains his Int reſt and Deſign, 


| To break the Church and abdicate the King.) 
1 Inſtead of Prayers, he makes Uſe of Lies, 

14 Impoſtures, Shams and horrid Forgeries. 

WL ||| He uſeth Cannons in the lit'ral Senſe, 

j j And calls the worſt Rebellion Self-defence * 

| Kirk-diſcipline he ſeemingly doth prize, 

| Uſing in private Venus' Exerciſe. 

| He teaches Children how to diſobey, 

And ſhake the Laws of all Morality. 

Yet, notwithſtanding, he ſlurs o'er the ſame 
Fen with Religion's all-attoning Name; 

Ji Theſe Arms and Weapons fairly repreſent 

| The Preſbyterian Church militant. 

True Comedy ſhould Humour repreſent :. 

T think, for once, ue ve well enough hit on't, 5 
| ' No Gharatier's too wild, nor yet extravagant: 


PROLOGUE. 


For there is nothing treated in our Play, 


But what all know the Whigs do act and ſay ; 


Thus you've a Taſte of their new Coſpel-way. 
Our Authors gently do beſpeak and pray 


The Criticks favour for their firſt Eſſay. 


Sure they have Reaſon ; for the Scottiſh Wit 


Ts only given to cenſure, not to write : 


Yet if this Play but take, we'll promiſe more, 


For of this Kind we have laid up in Store 
Matter enough to make at leaſt a Score. 


tage 7 


J Tone, 


Fer 
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; 


Dramatis 


Dramatis Perſonæ. 


M E N. 


Will, a diſcreet ſmart Gentleman. if 
Frank, his Comerade, not well skilled in Divinity and 
newiy come from his Travels. 1 
Mr. Novel, a Jacobite News-monger. 
2 Abednego Viſioner, a Whig News-monger. | 
ord W higridden, an empty Fool, : 5 
Lord Huffy, a meer Mates, : Fanatic Peer. 


Moderator, Mr. Hugh Kennedy, 12 

Mr. >? Turbulent, Mr. James Fraſer | 
% Brae, > M 
Mr. Salathiel Littleſenſe, Mr. Gilbert Rule, |= - 
Mr. Covenant Plain-dealer, Mr. Kirktoun, 8 \ © 
Mr. Solomon Cherry-Trees, Mr. David/S 7 
Williamſon, 8 3 
Clerk, Mr. Spaldin, 2 8 
Ruling Elder, Laird Littlewit, a North-coun-|S | 
try Man, 1 5 


Mr. Shitile, a complying Epiſcopal Miniſter. 4 

Mr. Orthodox, a 0 Fog 4 Epiſcopal Miniſter. 

Mr. 2 an Fpiſcopal Expectant, turned Fa- 
nutict. 


«Fiz 
Mr. Wordy, a Preshyterian Chaplain. 1 
e 80 
Old Lady, a Bigot, * to 
Mrs. Rachel, her Daughter, . Bax 
Mrs. Violetta, her Nj * 


ei 

Captain of the Guard, Maids, a Webſter, Boy, | g 
Drawers, Boatmen, Hirers, Fiddlers, Fornicatrix, |: 

Huntſman and Dogs, Cc. 
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ACT I. SCENE I. 


The Bull-Tavern. 
Will. and Frank. 


what a Devil hath brought you hither ? 
Fra. A Borrow/!lounneſs Ship, and a 


3 Will. IDES Frank, dare J truſt mine Eyes! 


* good Proteſtant Wind. Dear , how glad am 1 


1 


your Head, that you 


to ſee thee; you, with St. Ciles's ſo nigh, convince 
me I am in Edinburgh. 


Vill. Why ? hath mou Sea-voyage ſo diſtemper'd 
oubt on't ? 
Fra. No; but I have walked the ſtreets ſince Six, 


; encompaſſed with ſo many ſtrange Faces, that I ima- 
gined myſelf caſt upon ſome new Plantation on the 


other Side of the Globe, for they look not like the 

Inhabitants of this World. | 
Will. Neither indeed are they, for they came from 
Heaven; and ſome of them, you ſee, have broke 
their 


2 The ASSEMBLY; or 
their Backs i' the falling But bow long haſt thou 
been in Town ? | : 
Fra. Short while as yet. — Upon my fir 
Arrival I was carried to my Lord Hhigridden, all 
the Way the Crowd gazing on me as ſome American 
Monſter. This Peer, inclos'd with a Dozen of gri- ; 
macing Fellows, dreſs'd up in Cloaks, cringing and 
bowing to him like ſo many Be ſeeking Supply 
from a Country Presbytery, aſked me when the Siege 
of Mons was raiſed. 5 
Will. What anſwered you-then ? 7 
Fra. ] ſaid, as the Truth was, the 28th of March, 
ſtzlo novo. Replies one of theſe Reverend Gentle- 
men, We alk not about the Siege of Stylo- novo in Sa- 
voy, but Mons upon the Rhine. Says another, How © 
many loſt King William in that Enterpriſe? Not one, 
anſwered 1; for it was done ere he came. Tis a 
wonderful Providence then, faid he; tis the Doing une 
of the Lord, faid another; there's nothing . 1 
ſible with God, ſaid a third. Mn” 
Will. What ſaid you all the while ? '$ 


0 
new Way. But, ſays that Shadow of Nobili- 0 A ; 
92 Is King William for preſent at Mons 2 No indeed, . 

aid I; but King Lewis is: Which I had ſcarcely ir 
uttered, when, with the univerſal Conſent of the ur 
whole Company, I was ſentenced to Impriſonment, 


for a certain Animal called a Seti ᷑d Perſon; and 3 

hardly, after an ingenuous Relation of the whole J 
5077 eſcaped with the Liberty to take a Glaſs of co 

: a * 

good Claret with my old Friend here. foil 


Will. Good Claret, fay you! Faith that's hard, R 
without the Miracle of the Marriage of Cana in Ga- | 
lilee, We've got a Set of Men, who call themſelves du 
Chriſt's Diſciples, but, methinks, they are very unlike Þ No 
their Maſter; for the firſt Effect of his Power was, 0 
to give his good Wine: and the firſt Effect of theirs , 
is to take it from us, Fra 


© Fra. | I | 


ScoTcn REFORMATION. 3 
= Fra. In queſt of good Wine, commend me to 
$&ippocrates's Diſciples ; I always found their Advice 
2 *t ſeaſonable in that, i'faith. Come, Drawer, let's 


rica aſte what you have. N 

F grü. 70 e re Frank; Devil take me if 
and King James wou'd be welcomer to a ſtarving Curate, 
'pply han thou art to me. e 
Liege . 7e: Canſt thou give me no Account of my Friends 


4 the Country ? | 
ill. Little or none at all. 

Fra. Then 1 find there is nothing more hard 
Than to avoid ſpeaking about the Times, as they 
Tall it. 


_—_ * tho', for my own Part, I have no Reaſon to 
ie 2 complain, for I find them as good whormg- and 
joins rinking Times as ever; only with this Difference, 


: j whereas before we were moſt Chriſtian Drunkards 
— ve're now turn'd moſt Catholick ; and the Compli- 
ments we took before out of Caſſandra and Cleopatra, 
this for our Miſtreſſes, we're now beholden to the Song 
bill. J Solomon for them. The Money we were wont 
leg, do give to Bawds, we now give to fanatick Mini- 
cely i ſters Wives and whereas before, honeſt Fellows 
1 coined new Oaths at a Glaſs of Wine, we now ſend 
our Repreſentatives to Parliament to do it for us. 
and #74. A wonderful Reformation indeed ! But what- 
new Oaths are theſe, I pray? 
3 of Will. The Allegiance and Aſſurance; that is to 
> © Bay, I fwear King William has Right to what he poſ- 
ſeiſeth, elſe I can no longer polſeſs what I have 
Right to. 
Fra. ——— Faith there's no Danger i'the Conſe- 
# quence; for I confeſs I ſhould think it a ſubtle 
— Parliament could contrive an Oath which the Na- 
eirz tion wou'd not firſt ſcruple, then take, and laſtly 
2 break ; but I admire ſuch a ſudden Change, for your 
Fanaticks were turned mighty loyal Gentlemen before 


11 ed hence. 
* CG Vi. 


Fa. 


—— —— — 


4 De As8$SEMBLY; or 


of it by converſing with the People in Town; a2 


2 


Mill. You might have admired juſtly if it had been — 
otherways. Who thinks ſtrange that a Pick- pocket . * 
runs away with your Money when you t him! 
or that an old Rook cheats a young Country Squire! D 
I'll tell thee, Man, to believe a Preſbyterian Prote- ith 
ſtation, is as much as to think a Man cannot cheat, +5 
becauſe he lies. I'm reſolv'd ne'er to truſt a Fa- 
natick till I get him on his Chair of Verity, the 
Stone i'the Craſi- martet; the Villain is then tempt- N 
ed to tell ſomething of the Truth; that is to ſay, neh 
that he dies a Rogue and a Rebel. Lin 

Fra, -——2— Tell me ſincerely, Vill, What think'ſt De: 
thou of the State of the Nation? My Concern about 'F 
ſome, Friends intereſted makes me inquiſitive. T x, 
Mill. Gad 'tis a moſt monſtrous, hide- | 
ous Body politick ; 1 have neither Time nor Rheto- 
rick to deſcribe it; you may have an Abridgment 


JOIN 


Man who had walked betwixt the Strait-bow and the 
Croſs, wou'd imagine, by their Converſe, he had 
marched out of King William's Territories to King 
Fames's. They have both their Kingdoms in 


this Town, i faith ; only with this Difference, King pe 


James domineers in the Taverns, and King William tie 
at the Council-table. F* 
Fra. That muſt oblige a Man to an Talian Strict 
neſs in Converſation. 2 $* 
Will. In that you may do as you liſt; for I aſ- ,, 
ſure you Sincerity is a Quality as much out of Fa- 
ſhion as it is improſperous ; gad you'd ſwear it had t 
been abdicated, in the late Convention, with King 4 
James, and declared a Rebel to the State. For my 
own'part, I'm forc'd to turn Tory; for a Man can 
hardly get a good Comerade, or a Woman of Wit | 
and Diſcretion on the other Side on't. Among our © 
Whigs, a Man that hath as much Senſe as wou'd © 
keep him from being diſinherited of his Father's For - 4 
tune, is thought a Stateſman. 


"yy 
1 7 
2 


% 
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Fra. Pox on the Raſcals! Then I'm reſolv d to 
Have nothing to do with them: Methinks tis a mean 
"i \mbition for a Man to be the beſt of his Company. 


bim! Euter Drawer. 

bs Draw. There's one Mr. Novel defires to ſpeak 
waer with you, Gentlemen. | oe agen 
4x, Fra. Bid him come forward; he can perhaps in- 


form me about my Friends in the Country. 


th Euler Novel. 
1 Nov. Sir, your humble Servant. Dear Sir, 
| 


Abch——1 have been inquiring for you [Embracing] 
Fin all the Taverns in Town —— —é— 
Dear Sir, when was Mens ta'en? g= oo 
Fra. lam glad to ſee you well: How doth my 
Father? and CE 
= Nov. 
2 France there? | : 
Fra. 1aik thee, Man, how all my Friends i' the 
Country are? I have heard ſome ill Reports — | 
e. Nay, for Reports, we have had ſuch ſtrange 
Reports about the Half-moon of Baclemont, and that 
damn'd Portugueſe Skipper 12 
* © - Fra. The Devil take thee for a damn'd eternal 
7255 Fool, [LA ſide.] Wilt thou reſolve me as to my Rela- 
— v tions i the Country, and I ſhall give thee thy Belly- 
ful of that afterward. LEY 
Mo. Nay, but the Marſhal Boyflers, how doth 
he! If thou hadſt not come, my five Gui- 


0 | | 
Wou'd' 1 had paid ſour of em if 


And how many Men hath the King of 


F.. 
thou wou'dſt anſwer me. When did you fee my 
> Friends i' the Country ? 
'*  . Nov. Foh! Country! fay you; I'd have you 
. | know, Sir, I went not to the Country ſince the Re- 
volution; I'd ſooner go to Purgatory. Why a 
Man can have no more certain Intelligence in the 
Country, than good Liquor; their News are as ſo- 
phiſticated as their Wine, Ygad. But (till as touch- 
ing Mons 2 
C 2 Fra, 
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Fra. Then VII tell you; the Sum of it is, thi Wi 
upon the 28th of March it was ſurrendered. Hake. 


Nov. And all the Garriſon put to the Edge of the 


Sword, were they not ? 


as ill as fighting, and the Articles of Peace in th: 
General's Pocket. 
Nov. There's an honeſt Fellow can inform me a- 
bout it. [Exit Novel. 
Enter Drawer. 


Drau. I have been ſo plagu'd keeping a © 
Gentleman out of your Company, I have told him a 
thouſand Lies, but nothing will ſerve his Turn. 


There he comes; he calls himſelf Mr. 4b:4nego Vi- 


ſioner. 


Enter Viſioner. 

Viſ. Sir, I have not the Honour of your Acquain- 
tance ; I remember I was once in Company with 
your Father; but I knew his Miniſter, ſweet Mr. 
Violent, wonderfully well Our Moderator, you 
know, Sir, Mr. Hugh, Sir, bid me put up ſome In. 
terrogatories about the oat 45 Affairs abroad. 

Fra. Sir, I alk your Pardon; 1 neither know your 
18 Mr. Hugh, nor the King's Affairs a- 
N 4 | 

Viſ. The Moderator of the General Aſſembly, 
Sir Not that I mean it as a Title of Dignity, 
for the Place you know is ambulatory : But, no 
doubt, Sir, you can inform me if there be any Thing 


I fay, Sir, you can reſolve me, if the King 


is to be conjunct Emperor or not 

8 Re-enter Novel. 

Nan. Conjunct, ſay you !————Demme, 
he'll be ſole Emperor or nothing: I'll pawn my Ears 
be'll be at the Gates of Vienna ere a Month. 

Fiſ. Sir, I aſk your Pardon; I believe he'll be at 
the Gates of Paris firſt. | 

Nov. Yes, I know he is already at Ver/ailles. 


Will, 


of % * | 7 
E. 
* 


Fra, That had been pretty indeed! Faith, ſully 4 1/7 


King 


Fuer 


4 


* 


ScoTcn REFORMATION. 7 
„ thi ill. Theſe two Gentlemen are in a mutual Miſ- 
A ake. We muſt keep them there, i'faith ; for if they 
of the Wiſcover one another, they'll put Fire in the Houſe. 
3 [To Frank aſide.. 
 fulh f. Well, Sir! But think you, will our 
in the ; ing have his Court at Verſailles or at London, ſtill 
eaning, you know, after he has vanquiſhed all his 
emies, you underſtand me ? 
Nov. Why not at London ? Yet, when T 
a khink better on't, if he ſtays at Verſailles, and if there 
ing 2 happen another Revolution, they will not have De- 
21 a ſertion to lay to his Charge Beſides, it would 
prevent frequent Changes in Court; gad a Treaſu- 
ö Va rer might make himſelf rich ere a Chancellor went to 
Verf ilies and back again to decourt him. 
Well, I'm fatisfied, let it be at Ver/ailles. 
ain- Vil. Nay, there would be this farther 
vith Convenience in't: You know. my Lord wants a 
Mr. Coach, now he may get an Auſtruther Bark, and 
you 4 hoope o'er to Verſailles ; but the Moderator, poor 
In- Man, it would be too far a Voyage for him. 
f y [/ov. What a Devil; would he venture to ſee the 
our King? 
a ; Viſ. Troth, I think it wou'd e'en be too far for 
| him to venture. 
ly, ; Nov. Gad I dont't queſtion but he wou'd tho*. If 
ty, there were a new e we ſhould have a new 
no N Addreſs, i' faith. ö 
ill. Damn the Fools, 'twill out. [ Aſide. 
S 7 iſ. I'm ſure the King will gever indulge thoſe 
whom he knows to be Enemies to his ee ; 
tis true the Queen's a little more heretical. 
Nov. That's to ſay, ſhe's a little more a to 


Po 
Lil. /. Indeed, Sir, you ſay right, for I can call it | 
it |” no other Thing: I ſee you underſtand Matters, as 
one wou'd ſay, —Here's your Health.. 
l But that Church of England, I hope in God to ſee 
0 it. ruined, 
C. 3 Nov. 


4 
rs [ 


n 


— — — . 
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Nov. If it ſhou'd, their Clergy are to be blam'd“ 
ad theſe Biſhops of England are a Parcel d 
odd Fellows, that wou'd part with Heaven ſoone, 
than their Beneſices. v 

Viſ. A rare Gentleman this [Aſide.] But % 
have you heard nothing of King James being ill? ? 

Nov. If it be ſo, ſome People may be ſorry. f 

Vi. The Prince, you mean; yet, I can hardly 
call him a Prince, being ſet up to defraud our King 
of his juſt Right. 

Nov. — and for that he deſerves not the Name 
of 1 Prince; Prince ! a mere Robber and U ſurper, 

Tad; + | 
Viſ. No, I won't ſay that, the poor Babe had no 
Blame, F 

Nov. — That's moſt certain. But to defraud a © on « 
poor innocent Child of its juſt Right. Hay, 

Viſ. What Child? | | 

Vop. The Prince of Wales, i'gad! what other? 1 

- Viſ. Prince of Wales! a ſhitten Baſtard, a mere # 
Impoſtor. - has 

Nov. Are you there, you rotten Fanatick, you! | To 
I might have known you by your fiend-like the 
Face. Come, here's King James's Health to you 
drink it, or I'll be with the Cat's Guts of you. | 

| [Drinks, Le 

Viſ. Here's King William's to you. See who 
dares refuſe it. « ha 

Will. Sit down, Gentlemen; no Quarrels here. P. 

Nov. King Willie“ that Monky in royal Robes, ca 
that Creature of the giddy Rabble, a blazing Star, al 
generated of a Dutch Fog, which will go away in 3 
Smoke. | 
Viſ. Hig Fee? ! a mere empty Title, by the 
Grace of God King of great Limrick, Athlone and al 
Galway, a Deſerter, a Runaway, the French King's 1 
fieſt Penſioner of State. | 
Nov. King. Willie! that Bully of twenty or thirty t 
German Lairds, Guardian of the Proteſtant League L 

"twixt 
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blam'l 


pf Miſery. , 
4 Viſ. That's of King ame, and his Army. 


hardly * Nov. Doſt thou know thy own State Creed, and 
King the Miniſters Litany, the Eugliſh Gazette? 

Viſ. I'd have you know, Sir, we uſe neither Creed 
Name nor Litany, mote than carnal Senſe and Reaſon, in 
urper, our Religion. 


Z Nov. Tis a damn'd Lie, for your Miniſters Pray- 
ers are ſtuff'd with the Gazette; and J believe he 
no other Reaſon they have ſhut up the Coffeehouſes 
aud a on Sunday, but leſt Men fhould know what they can 

ſay, and fo ſtay from Church. 

Viſ. Well, but what of the Gazette! 
r? Nov. Mons is ta'en, i'gad. 
mere Viſ. That's a Miſtake ; 'tis the Garriſon of Mons 
has ta'en the French, and detains them within the 

ou! | Town, and compels them to keep Garriſon for 
like them there. 
ou; } Nov. O God! ſuch a notorious Forgery 
— The Baltick Kings have deſerted the Proteſtant 
nks, League. That's not true either, I'll warrant. 
tho Vil. Tis no Matter, for in their Stead we are to 

have the King of Morecco, the King of Mogul, and 
. Preſter-John, who is a Preſbyterian, faith; and I 
Jes, cannot tell how many grand Czars and Dukes, and 
tar, all that, —And I'll tell you more, the French Fleet 
in + is frozen in at Breſt, and cannot get out this Year.. 

Nev. All damn'd fanatick Lies, i'gad. 

the Viſ. I'll warrant my Lord's Man's of S:ruther-dikes, 
nd and Lord Annandale's Viſion of three Heads, are all 
g's Lies, I'll warrant. Theſe Tories will believe nothing. 


Nov. And theſe Fanaticks believe every 
ty thing. But I'll teach you to ſpeak Truth, you ſil- 
ue ly Rogue, [Cives him a Box on the Ear. 
xt Vil. 
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Viſ. I think thou art the Meſſenger of Satan ſent” 
to buffet me: Well, I'll mind you the next Rab. 
_ [Runs off, Novel chacing bim. 

ill. We've got a Bottle, now we'll to Church 
where, perhaps, we may meet with a Wench. [T. 
Frank.] LExeunt. M. 


ATL SCENTFT.IL 
The old Lady's Lodging. 


Mr. Wordie diſcovered ſitting by Mrs. Rachel, his 
Hand about her Neck, Bible in their Hands, the 
Old Lady walking beſide. 7 


Old La. I Ndeed, Maſs James, J hope ſhe will learn 
to compone Scripture, will ſhe not ? 
[The Lady turns the other Way, 

Word. She will- [He kiſſes Rachel.] be able to 
underſtand the moſt hidden Myſteries in a ſhort 3 
————Time, in theſe Words, There be three Things . 
conſiderable. 

Rach. So three Things, I underſtand that. 

Old La. Bleſſed be God, Maſs James, that ſent 
you to my Houſe, great was the Scarcity of Fami- 
y-exerciſe we laboured under. [MA, James ies 
and ſtands uhen the Lady ſpeaks.) But I hope ſhortly 
my Daughter Rachel ſhall underſtand and practiſe it as 
well. Sit down Maſs James. 

Rach. No, Mother, he exerciſeth beſt ſtanding ; 
*tis more convenient, I think. 

O La. But tis weariſom for Maſs James.. 

Word. No, Madam, I give o'er in Time. 

O La. I know, ſuch is the Frailty of her Na- 
ture, ſhe will weary firſt. | 

Rach. Indeed no, Mother; Maſs James can tell 
I love it very well; I could hear him about the 
three Things conſiderable four and twenty * | 
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an ſent he pleaſed. But much exerciſing makes him dry, 
t Rab. other; and he's forced to give over, God knows, 
g him, Þponer than I wiſh, many a Time. 
hurch, O La. Teach her, Maſs James, to drink in the 
[- Incere Milk of the Word, that ſhe may grow there- 
xeunt, by. 
Mord. In troth ſhe's a very pliable Scholar. 
| Rach. The Truth is, Mother, I know myſelf 
* Fprown by it theſe ſix Months by-palt extremely. 
Exit Old Lady] My Petticoat will hardly meet 
y a Quarter. He has ſo uſed me to it, I fear 1 
ould hardly live without it. [ Aſide. 


| the * Rach. You outdid me not there, more than at the 
three Things conſiderable. I was at your cham- 

r this Morning, but you was gone out. [ They ki/s. 
Mord. 1 was with Mr. Solomon, and told him the 
p aſe. He bids us be of good Cheer, and fear no- 
2 thing, ſeeing he is ſure the old Lady will content to 
25 Match, and give it out we were married ſix 
nes Months ago, rather than open the Mouths of the 
85 "wicked, debauch'd Malignants, by the Scandal of 
at, - Four being with Child. 
+ Rach, And 1 hope the General Aſſembly will give 
1j. You a Call! 

Mord. Never doubt that, I can get a Dozen when 
„% I pleaſe. —W hat Time ſhall we meet to-night? 
2 | Mach. I'll come to your Chamber twixt twelve 

and one My two wanton Coulins, Lioletta and 
5 Laura, begin, I tear, to ſuſpect my being with Child. 
They won'd be glad of this to twit me with; for 
many a fair Led ure I have read them againſt the 
ſcandalous Cuſtom of ſpeaking with Men, and look- 
ing over the Windows at them. 
Mord. They ſhall know nothing of it. We 
' - muſt now part, for I muſt go hear what the Com- 
- mittee does to- day. So expects you accord- 
ing to your Promiſe, [T hey kiſs. 


ach. 


— 
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Rach. You never knew me fail you; you know 
ever hated lying ; it is a moſt abominable Sin. 

Word. Indeed it is a damnable Sin. ; 

Rach. But mum There comes my two Couſin? 
Enter Violetta and Laura. | 


% 
L 


Complexion of late, and ſeems to be 
your Exerciſe, that ſhe cannot ſleep in the Night. 


Word. Verily, Madam, your Couſin, Mrs. ace, 
may be a Pattern; for I am always exhorting her te. 
watch and pray, and it ſeems ſhe's very obſervant- 
But e'en God-be with you. [ Exit, Wordie. 


Lau. Well, Couſin, my Siſter and I come to fe: 
if you will go hear Mr. So/o107: preach to-day. 


Rach. It were a Sin to ſlight the golden Oppor- 
tunity of hearing ſo precious a Man. I'll go make! 
myſelf ready. [ Exit. Rachel. 

Lau, Well, this Congreſs is broke up. Faith me- 
thinks my Couſin Rachel not nice on't, when ſhe 
trucks up with this Jure divino. He promiſeth not 


much, I'm ſure. 


Vio. But he performs better, elſe Rache! would 1 


have nothing to do with him. — But, Siſter, what 
think you of our Converſation of Life at our godly 


Aunt's Home? We ſee nobody but old ſanatick 
Ladies and Whig Miniſters ; we hear nothing but 
long Prayers and ſenſeleſs tedious Lectures and Ser- 4 


Lat. 

. ade a 

as unbe 
Il. 


Vio. Methinks, Mr. Wordie, you keep my Couſe, 
under too ſtrict Diſcipline; ſhe has 2 loſt he 
o taken win 


mons, ſave ſometimes, for our Diverſion, we read; 


The Call to the Unconverted, Tormenting Tophet, and 
ſach profound Pieces, that, i'faith, I underſtand no $7 
more than our old Aunt hears them, when they are 


read no louder than the Bellman cries. 


Lau. Methinks The Lady's Calling would ſuit us 


better.—But, i'faith, Siſter, if the Vhigs be the 


Saints, I'll take their Communion out of my Creed, 


for I'll believe nothing J hate, 


Vio. I'll be rid of this impertinent, religious, non- 3 


ſenſical Clatter by the ſirſt Conveniency, 1 aſſure you. 


Lau. % 
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know Lan. And, if I do not the ſame, may I be 
Ide a Nun; a thing as croſs to my Inclinations, 


But I hear the 


unbefitting my Complexion. 


ouſing fell. Come, let us go. * 
Couſs, q 

© ACT I SCENE Il. 
2 Witt? 

he. | : 

- % A Church, The Committee. debating. 

h 1 

* Moderator, Mr. Salathiel, Mr. Turbulent, Mr. 


„Solomon, Mr. Covenant Plain- dealer, Lord W hig- 
ridden, Ruling Elder, Lord Huffy with a Whip in 
* his Hand. 


por Md. 1 See many malignant Spies here to-day; 
ichel they are come for Ill and not for Good. 


ume. have ſeen the Day when no malignant Eye got 
1 ſhe leave to look on the Work of the Lord. The 
ęꝑreateſt Nobles in the Nation thought it their great- 
eſt Honcur to ſtand at the Door of the Houſe of 
God, with drawn Swords, to keep out the Malig- 
nants, whom they knew by the firſt Gliſk of their 
odly Faces. : 
yu * Turb. Tis better to be a Door- keeper in the 
er Houſe of God, than dwell in the Tents of wicked 
| Men. I think 'tis both their Honour and Duty, 
"a and we ſhould command the Nobles of our Time, 
in the Name of Chriſt our Maſter, to do the like. 


op 15 [Starts up Lord Huffy, aud clacks his Whip. 
are (7 L. Huff. Moderator, ſince I am not thought wor- 


thy to be a Member of this learned and godly Aſſem- 
8 bly, I here offer myſelf with my Whip, to be one of 
© your noble Guards at the Door, and beg you to believe, 
that there is no Title with which I am dignified, I 
would be prouder of, than that of being one of the 
Scourges of the Lord. — [Clacks his Whip again. 
ou, „ ed. My Lord, we cannot but commend your 
Leal, for I am ſure there is none amongſt all our 
1 Nobles 


»*Y 

\ ot 
o 

k 
0 
| $a 
1 

v7 F. 
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Nobles fitter. to ſcourge the Malignants out of thi 
Houſe of God But to our Work, Brethren rt 
There's two Sorts of People who have taken theifMini 
Hands from the Work of the Lord: The firſt is th off 
Tories, who never put their Hands to it; the {ll c 
cond is the Court Party: So we poor Men mam ſoon 
een put our Shoulders to't, and take a good Lift d Men 
the Cauſe of Chriſt; for I aſſure you it will neve?Wprov 


Sa 


break one of your Backs. 35. Ee nora 
Cov. Tis your own Cauſe, and your own Intereſt; Beſi 
ay, forſooth is it, | | and 
P Mad. Brethren, I would fain ken what ye would 
0. 2 Sal. 
Turb. Why, Moderator, T think it fit we have 1 
Thankſgiving for the Defeat of the Duke of Savoy, | 


Sal. Rather a Faſt; for he was one of the Confe- you 
derates Side. - 
Mod. I think rather Brother Turbulent has the at 
right End of the String; for he was but a Burden Le 
to the Confederates ; and God's Judgments came up- 
on him for perſecuting the poor Proteſtants, A 
Cov. Indeed, Moderator, he's as good a Proteſtant %* 
as King William. | 9 
Mod. Outs, Brother Covenant, hold your Tongue 
of that; we will not be too ſevere; we will not rip 
up old Sores.—Brethren, [All the Committee ſpeaks | 
together, ſome for a Faſt, and ſome for a Thantſgiv- I 
ing] Let us pray to drown the Noiſe, and quiet out. h; 
Spirits. 5 | KA 
Cod, What needs all this fool Praying ? 2 F? 
Med. prays. Our Minds are diſordered, we do not þ 
ken what we are doing or ſaying; Lord, give us 8 
Grace, or thou ſhalt not get Glory, and fee wha | t 
will win at that. Now ſince, by his Provi- 3 1 
dence, the Din's done, I would propoſe a Dilemma, 1 
4 


I mean an Alternative, whether ye will plant the 
Church of Scotland or the Church of England firſt. 

Turb. Truly, Moderator, I think Charity ſhould | 
begin at Home, + 
| Sal. 


* 
7765 
IP 
Is. 


KA, - 
2 
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Sal. Of a Truth, Moderator, I think you ſhould 
rſt plant the Church of England, for there's no 
1 the inifters there, and we have*a Call to preach the 
is this oſpel through the whole World. That Place is 
the ſe all overgrown with Briers and Thorns, and they'll 
maum ſoon o' ergang Scotland too, except we ſend: able 
Lift o Men to tread them out. You know I wrote a Book 
never proving that Kingdom guilty of Scandal, Error, Ig- 
norance, Superſtition and Will-worſhip. 
erell;Þ Beſides, many of them have a fpiritual Blindneſs, 
and a paſtoral Relation to {ome of us. > 
Would , Mod. Will the Folks of Kng/and call you, Mr. 
Salathiel, or will you go back? ä ̃ 
ave 2 Sal. I will do — my Duty, Moderator. 


of thi 
*threr | 


4% Mod: 1 think they will neither call you, nor will 
onfe- you be the Fool to go back again. | | 

Cod. What needs all this Pother about Mr. Sz 
p the athiel's going back? They have got a good enough 
arden 2 Lend of him already: I know likeways he dares not 


g 


e up- go back; for there's an Order from a Juſtice of 
Peace to apprehend him if they can catch him. F 
ſtant o/. Tho” I am not a Member of this Meeting of 
3 Chriſt's Kirk [From a Corner. ] yet lama 
ngue privy Member: I am concerned for the Kirk of 
t rip Scotland, that pure Virgin, which is altogether love- 
cats ly, who hath Doves Eyes within her Locks, her 
% Lips are like Threads of Scarlet, her Speech is come- 
our * ly ; her pouting Breaſts are like two young Roes that 
ate Twins, and feed among the Lilies ; her Navel 
is like a round Goblet, and wanteth not Liquor ; 
not her Belly is a Heap of Wheat ſet about with Lilies: 
us She hath been deflower'd theſe twenty-eight Years by 
wha | the Curates : I intreat you then, Brethren, for the 
Vt 2: Mercies of Chriſt, get able Men, with Soul-refreſh- 
ma, ing and in- bearing Gifts, to do Duty to her, and to 
the * dreſs her ſeaſonably and abundantly. Ay, ay, for- 
7 forth —_—_ 
uld MO Turb. Moderator 
r Moderator ——— - 
al, Fg D Sol. 


-- 
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Sol. Fornication Tha 
Cov. Fornication with the Virgin; that's as ill Plan 

as the Curates hobbling on the Whore of Baby/on, FT;5 

and begetting fourteen Blackbirds, to wit, the Pre- aly 
lates No more about that. | Ti 

K. Eld. Cleenſe out the Keerates, that the Goſ. } 7 

pel may be preached ; let that be the firſt deene; at; 

that's the Wark of the Lord. and 
[One knocks at the Door, Officer opens. 

| Enter a Webſter. teſt 

Web. My Lord Moderator. the 

Mod. Awa—vith theſe proud prelatick Title! 

call me, Brother Moderator, in the Lord Jeſus. * ſpe 
Web. Well then, my Lord, Brother Moderator in 

the Lord Jeſus, I have brought a Covenant, from our 
own Folks in St. Andrews, to make the worthy Ear! — 

a ruling Elder. 4 
Mod. Brother, you ſhould call that Paper a Com- 

miſſion. 

Heb. Covenant or Commiſſion, all's one, but I 

think the Word Covenant ſounds beſt ; een call it 

what you pleaſe, for you're Book-lear'd. | 
Mod. My Lord, by his Providence, we have got a 

Commiſſion from the zealous Webſters, Sutors, and 

godly Women in St. Andrews, for your Lordſhip 

to repreſent them in this 1 tis gravami- F; 

nous for us to have wanted you ſo long, een give's 

your Opinion about what we are ſpeaking. 
L. Whig. I have done as good Service to this ho- F 

nourable Judicatory as any Man living, by ruining 


and rabbling the Curates. I have managed the whole t 
Civil Intereſt with much Wiſdom; yet, as Nehemiah 
faith, it requireth more to be an Office-bearer in the 1 


Houſe of God; therefore I defire you wou'd pray for | - , 
me ſix Months without cealing, that I may be fit for 


this great Work. | ; 
Mad. 'Tis not diſhonourable ; e'en ſeek God's 


Bleſſing; he never. gave a Burden, but he fitted the + 
Back for bearing of it. 3 
5 


L. Whig. 


ScoTcnH REFORMATION. 17 


I. Whig. Though I be conſcious to myſelf of my 
„pon Imbecillity, yet I ſhall offer three Things about 
as il Plantations, the Thing ye were ſpeaking of. 1/7, 
by lon, Tis the only Time now to delve, in order to plant. 
e Pre. z24ly, Lis the fitteſt Month now to plant. 3d), 
PTis the ſitteſt Time of the foreſaid Month to plant. 
Goſ- 6 Mod. My Lord, we know not what you wou'd be 
eene; at; we were ſpcaking about Plantations of Kirks, 
and you ſpeak about planting of Trees and Hedges. 
es. L. Whig. The Matter is the ſame, for tis the fit- 
teſt Time to delve out the Curates by the Spade of 
© the Spirit. 
itles! f Mod. Let us adjourn now till Afternoon, and 
ſpeak about theſe things then, at more Length, at 


or in that Time when we meet again. [Scene cloſeth, 
1 our 


Earl } nn 
<< ACT. H. SCENE I. 
lie A Chamber. 


ot a Lord Huffy in his Night- goun. 
Frm | Enter Boy. 


not a whole Battalia of Boatmen, Hirers 
and Fiddlers, who have beſieged the 


mi- Boy. DEX take me, my Lord—if there be 
ho- Houſe; 1 hardly eſcaped with my Life to tell you. 


me L. Huff. You Dog! Whore's Son! mult 1 be peſ- 
ole tered with you too, you Raſcal ? 

iah Boy. Good faith, my Ldrd, it is not beſt your 
the Lordſhip make a Civil War within, when the Ene- 
for my threatens us without; they'll be hard enough for 


for us both; and, befides, we are far from the Guard. 
- L. Huff. You Viflain, go get me a Whip 
d's [ Boy brings a Whip, Huffy throws it at the Boy.] You 
damn'd Raſcal, did I not break that Whip on the 

D 2 Lady 


o 
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Lady t'other Day ? Get me the great Whip! 
My Lord appears arm'd with his Whip, Boatmen, 
irers, aud Fiddlers througing on him] What wou'(® 
you fay, you Villains ? 5 
Boatmen. We wou'd have our Money. 
1. Boatman. J have failed this Boat theſe fifteen Lord 
Years, and the De'il take me, my Lord, if e'er I had: 
was ſo guided by ony Man, either gentle or ſemple. I. 
How ſhall poor Men live, when you, and the like of to b 
you, will not give us our Money, but abuſes us like The 


3 
dleaſé 
vod 
eight 
"ZSuto! 


Dogs this gate F 

L. Huff. This to me, you Villain ! | rer. 
[Offers to beat him. 

2 Boat. God damn me, my Lord, if we'll be o lin 


pſed ; aff Hands is fair Play, as John Monc ur ſaid not 

to the De'il: Be my Saul, my Lord, an' your Head of 

were as white as Willie Milne's Beard, I'll ha* my on. 

Fraught, that I will. : = 
3 Boat. God nar my Boat were i' the Bottom of Ti 

the Sea if I be not paid What needs all this? ö 

I ſerved the Duke of Rothes, (his Saul praiſe God) 

the Earl Mar/hal and my Lord Dundee; God nor ot 

the De'il blaw me i' the Air, if e'er ane of them of- 1 n 


fered the like to me ſince &er I croſs d Burntiſand 
Water, or God nor it be my hindmoſt 
L. Huff. Get ye gone, ye Dogs, or elſe I'll flaſh 


you, | 4 b 
| 


«off Boat. What needs all this? Where was a' this 
__— at Cillicrankie ? by 
4%. Call the Guard. 4 

0 Hir. De'il a Guard nor Guard till we be paid. 
*Tis muckle to your Lordfhip's Credit to abuſe a poor 
Lad this Way! [Shews his Head.] If you will not ; 
pay my Horſe, at leaſt 74 the Plaiſter for my Head. 
I. Huff You damn'd Raſcal, you ſhall get the 
Stocks 2 offering ſuch a Horſe to a Nobleman. : 

2 Hir. Raſcal here, Raſcal there, I'll have my | 
Money. *Tis a Shame to abuſe any poor Things 
Horſe, that has no other Way to win their Living by. 

3 Hir. 
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Vbip . 3 Mir. Make a Diſh of Kail of my Powny, if you 
tmen, pleaſe; he's lying at the Dike- ide; twixt me and 
vou'l God I paid key Pound of good Siller for him, not 
eight Days ago Noblemen! The De il made 
Sutors Seamen. We have got ſo many Earls and 
fteen Lords now, i' the De'il's Name, Ged nor Belzebub 
'er had a Back-burden of them. | 
nple. I. Huff. Villains! Raſcals! O God! 
ke of to be ſo abuſed ! Fly for half a Dozen of Men 
s like There's no Help What would you ſay, Sir: 
3 Fid. God bleſs your Lordſhip, I believe it was 
not willingly your Lordſhip did it [ Shews his Noſe. 
im. — But lock on our Inſtruments; there's a Vio- 
xe ſo lin broke juſt at the Neck — all the Town will 
ſaid not mend, or put her right again; there's the Back 
Head of an old Baſs Viol, as good as ever Man laid Bow 
my on Lock you, my Lord. 
I. Huff. Why the De'il wou'd you not play the 
m of Tune I deſired ? 
his? Fid. Indeed, my Lord, we knew it not. 
od) CL. Huff. Muſt I give Money, you caterwauling, 
nor obſtreperous Villains, Baboons, to People that can- 
n of. | not play ? Go, all of ye. 8 


44. — We'll know for what we came firſt. 
L. Huff. Take you here your Freight, ye Dogs. 
Boat. Ay, but what for cutting the Cable, and for 
breaking the great Pump? 
this ) L. Huff. Take you there———— What muſt you 
> have, you Rogues! | 


Hir. You know, my Lord, there is ſo much for 
bad. the Horſe——— 
poor L. Huff. What, you Dog, your Horſe ! 
5 Hir. God damn him, beis me, that looks after him 
cad, |; again; that's a good ane indeed Beſides the 
the breaking of the great Manger and my own Head; a 
Baillie would have allowed me four Pound of Aſſyth- 
my ment beſides the Fine. | : 
ings | L. Huff. Come to me afterwards, Sir, and ye 
by. ſhall get a Bill on the Miniſter of emy/7's Stipend. 
Hir. D 3 Fig. 
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Fid. My Lord, mind us now; you ſee my No 1 le: 
here and my Sauay's Cravat, worth twem f wor 
Pence, ſpoiled with the Claret in the Glaſs ye threſ Hes 
at me; you ſee our Fiddles are uſeleſs; the par 1 
blind Harper, your Lordſhip had a Sling at him tools 'Boc 
L. Hf. Damn your Heads and your Inſtrument: # 
they're ſo confoundedly tender take you there. like 
[Exeunt Boatmen, Hirers and Fiddler, wit 

Fid. God bleſs your Lordſhip and all your nobł to 
Family. 1; 
L. Huff. Boy, henceforth, von Dog, I ordain der 
ou to learn to cure Wounds, and carry a Box «© : 
laiſters along with you, and not put me to all th: 
needleſs Expence—— Get twenty Elns of Whip: ws 
cord, Sirrah ; I have not a whole one in my Cuftoty lik 
Boy, Indeed *tis no Wonder, your Lordſhip uſe ho 


them ſo unmercifully. {Exewunt, 2 
| | 2 
a | | ve 
A Church. © 
5 


1. 
« 


— 
< 


Mr. Solomon abſolving a Fornicatrix : The looking 3 


: 


Be 
L-—_ 


* 


* 


- 
* 


on) Congregation : Will and Frank {itti Vio- 
ra 42 Laura; Old Lady 2 1 Racks 4% 
near (). ; my 
Mr. Sol. The Wickedneſs of Man's Heart! 
| | O For once or twice to be ſurpriſed 
with Temptation is no Wonder; but for one of the E 
People of God to open the Mouths of the Wicked, | 1 
and to wallow like a filthy Swine fo long in the fil- | 
thy Sin of Fornication, Oh! it ſhould be for a La- 
mentation ay, what was it tempted thee, | ./ 
Woman, to ly ſo long in the foul Fact? Ft 
Forn. Ah, Sir! when once this filthy abominable 
. Fleſh of mine had rebell'd againſt the Spirit, and the 


Devil had gotten Poſſeſſion of it, what car'd _— ? 
| et 


| 
. 


3 Body 


holy Fleſh 
conquer ere I catch my golden Fleece.— 
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1 let him do with it what he pleaſed; it was not 


worth the keeping any longer: But I preſerved my 
Heart clean to my bleſſed Maker. 

Mill. Fair Creature, wou'd 1 had Poſſeſſion of thy 
[To Violetta. 
Vio. If you had, Sir, I ſhould wiſh you dealt more 


like a Gentleman, than it ſeems the Devil hath done 


with this poor Girl; after you had uſed it a while, 
to give it up again. 
Will. Why not, if you were ſo impertinent as to 


demand it”? Miſtreſe.— Well, this is a 
happy Rencounter ; this is a handſome Creature, 


i taith.—-[Mrs. Rachel /ooks and frowns ; and ſhe 
warns Will. by Pinching, to forbear. ] And I ſind I am 
like the Devil, indeed; I have a vaſt appetite for 
But I ſee 1 have that Monſter to 
Well, I 
think I have fallen on a Stratagem in Love was ne- 
ver practiſed before. [Will. takes the Bible, and throws 

up a Paſſage to Violetta, who reads, 

Vio. © Behold, thou art fair, my Love!“ 

Fra. I'm as well ſtated here as yourſelf; I intreat 
thee ſhew me a Place to throw up to this Lady; I 
vow ſhe's young and pretty. | 

Will. Hiſt, Fool, thou canſt not act this. [Vio- 
letta points a Place to Will. he reads. ] “ O that thou 
« vert as my Brother, who ſucked the Breaſts of my 
« Mother! when I ſhould find thee without, Iſhould 
« Jead thee, and bring thee into my Mother's Houſe.” 

Old La. Well, I wiſh all the Nebuchadnezzars and 
Bel/hazzars of the Age were like this young Gentle- 
man. {The Congregation diſmiſſeth;; Will. offers to 

convoy the Old Lady home ; they ſtand and di/- 
courſe : Frank goes away in the Grows. 

Vio. But what may be the Senſe of the eighth 
Chapter of the Song of Solomon ? 

ill. The beſt Commentators ſay that Son al- 
ludes to the Metaphor of a'Man and his Miſtreſs ; 
and none being permitted among the *Fews to _ 

ver 
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verſe (by ſtrict Mothers) with their Daaghters, ſuve 
Brothers, and ſuch near Relations, the Bride wiſh- Mearly 
eth her Gallant were as her Brother, that ſhe might Wow 


converſe familiarly with him; but ſince that could pur 1 
not be, ſhe was forced to go out and ſeek him in 0/ 
the Fields, and the Town-guard met her, and mal- i; as | 
treated her. ä V. 
01d La. That Senſe is very ingenuous, and there e ne 
may be ſeveral Uſes of Inſtruction and Conſolation W 
drawn from it. Sy t. 
Will.“ Come, my Beloved, let us walk in the 
cc Fields, let us lodge in the Villages.” The fame * 
Metaphor (till. The Kirk not having the Liberty 
of bringing her Servant to her Mother's Houſe, re- 
ſolved to meet him in the Villages, ſuch as the Ca- 
nongate, in reſpect of Edinburgh; and the Vine- vide 
yeard, ſuch as my Lady Murray's Yeards, to uſe a UH 
homely Compariſon. | "oft 
Old La. A wondrous young Man this! ſho! 


[Aſide to Rachel. © ſho! 


Rach. He is ſo indeed But, I fay, you'll! 
do well to take your Niece out of his Way. 3 2 
Well, if this be not a Plot, then on 


01d. La. Then hold your Peace, you; I could 
hear that Gentleman diſpone Scripture all the Day var 
long; he illuſtrates every thing fo well by home- 
ly and familiar Compariſons, and applies it to our Ser 
preſent Condition ſo naturally, that 1 
Rach. That he will debauch your Niece, a ( 
no more but that. me 
01d La. No Reſt, Miſtreſs, for your impious Inter- in 
ruptions ! thou art yet in the Gall of Bitterneſs, for | 
I fo thou haſt an Averſion to edifying Diſcourſes - I! 
Say on, Sir. | 
Will. The eighth Chapter, towards the Cloſe : | pr 
« Thou that dwelleſt in the Gardens, caule me to re 


4 hear thy Voice.“ fo 


Vio. That's ſtill alluding to the Metaphor of a m 
Gallant, who by ſome Signs warns his Miſtreſs to 
2 


4 5 
#;4 
wi 
7 


2 
as 
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ſave hake haſte. A Whiſtle, or ſo. The ſame with 
with- Warly in the former Chapter; that is to ſay, to-mor- 
night ow by Six o'Clack-——Make haſte to accompliſh 
could pur Loves. 
m in Od La. Thou art a hopeful Girl; I hope God 
mal- has bleſt my Pains on thee. 
Vio. —“ But I have a little Siſter, which hath 
there e no Breaſts 
tion Will. Moſt Interpreters underſtand the Gentiles 
by that. | 
the "Via. Juſt like this Siſter of mine here, whom you 
ſame Know, Aunt, we had great Difficulty to bring to the 
erty right Way? This is the ſame Metaphor carried on 
, re- a little farther. A Woman, after ſhe has beſtow'd 
Ca- herſelf, wou'd give her Gallant Command to pro- 
ine- vide for her Siſter. 
ſea ' Will, Why, truly this is the practical Meaning 
of the Words: Methinks it were but reaſonable ſhe 
ſhould be concerned that the poor Gentile Siſter 
chel. ſhould be provided. 


ou'lt * Enter Lady's Maid. 

— Maid. Mr. Solomon and Mr. Covenant are waiting 
on your Ladyſhip. 

ould Will. I muſt be gone then [ Aſide.) Your Ser- 


Day vant, Madam. 

me- Old La. I muſt wait upon the Miniſters—— Your 

our Servant, Sir. [ Exit Old Lady, Rachel and Laura. 
Will to Vie. Madam, I hope you will be fo much 

ece, _ a Chriſtian, as to obey the Word of Prophecy to- 
morrow at Six; gad 'twere a Pity an Intrigue begun 

ter- in Doctrine ſhould not be brought to Uſe. 

for Vio. Good Sir, my Divinity is mere Speculation: 

— Ü[ believe you think I had an ill Meaning? 

Will. No, faith; but 'tis fit you converſe with 
ole: | practical Pieces ſometimes ; beſides, the Decorum 
eto | requires you ſhould practiſe what you preach ; and 

for your little Siſter, my Comerade, who fat. next 
me in the Church, has as good Breafts and ork 
' oth, 


to hear what he has to ſay, tis beſt to call him in; F 
but, if otherways, I think it is e' en beſt he be not 


Turb. he 


24 The ASSEMBLY; or 
both, for her, as any in Town, and will be glad tif 
lead the ſtraying Siſter in the right Way. 
18375 Well, 1 45 try 7 obey ſor once . 
e's going and ſmiling on him.] The Will of tig 
Lord Tomy ite , * 
Will. And, if I fail thee, may I turn Eunuch . 
This is the prettieſt Way of courting a Preſbyterian, 
Lady's Siſter, or Niece, (gad I know not what ſie 
is yet) that I ever heard A. Let me be hang'd but * - 
I ſhall love the Bible the better for it as long as! 
live: But I'll follow her at a Diſtance, that I may. 
find her Lodgings; then I'll ſoon know what the is.” 


31 


R. 
m. 


M. 


6 [Exit after her, ö 
* $h 
ACT H. SCENE III. 4 
eur 
A Church, The Commuttee, Cir 
nd | 


Lord Whigridden, Moderator, Mr. Covenant, Mr, ? M 
Salathiel, Mr. Solomon, Ruling-Elder, Clerk. 


Med. Rethren, it has pleaſed God, of his good dvi 

Pleaſure, to allow us another Opportu - L. 
nity to ſkew onr Zeal in his Work. Well, call in * th 
the Curate with his Petition, and diſpatch him ; but! paſh 
let us firſt reſolve what Anſwer to give. 

Sol. Reſolve, Moderator, to grant them nothing 
at all; for give them an Inch, and they'll take a? 
Span. * . 

ER, Eld. I jeedge it guid, and for Sekeerity of the 
Proteſtant Religion, that nae Keerate get Leave to 
ſet his Fitt within this Bigging. 

Med. Nr. Salathiel, what ſay you ? 

Sal. Bona certe, Moderator, if you have a mind 


call'd in. 
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Turb. I ſay, Moderator, if he beis admitted 


ithin theſe Walls, let him not come near any of 
of t: © Touch not the unholy Thing, faith the Lord!” 
et us not ſalute him, or give him any Teſtimony 
of Reſpect or Favour. 

„K. Eld. ——Or Jeeſtice, Moderator, for it would 
Send Guid. 

bun Med. Well, ſhall we call him, that he may come 


| may I R. Eld. Yes, but ſee the Doors be nae apened to 


- Him. | 
» ho; Mod. Officer, call in Mr. Shittle. [Officer calls. 
4 Enter Mr. Shittle. 
2 Shitt. Moderator, I bring you a Petition and Ad- 
IT. refs from my Brethren of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion, 
deſiring it may be inſtantly read and anſwered ; up- 
on which I take Inſtruments. [Throws Mouey to he 
Clerk, who takes out his Spectucles, looks on the Money, 
= puts it up. | 
M. Mod. We (hall juſt now call you again, Sir, and 
k. give you vour Anſwer. [Exit Shittle.] Now, Bre- 
hren, what ſhall be done? Now, my Lord, your 
good Advice at this Juncture. 
ortu. L- Whig. If I ſhould add to what has been ſaid 
all in st this Time upon this Subject, it would be like the 
but kaſn Touch of a Pencil upon a compleat Picture by 
n unſkilful Hand. Curates not being the 
ſiniſters of Chriſt, *tis fit there be a Sub-committee 
Appointed to draw up Articles againſt that Petition. 
Z Turb. My Lord, there has been nothing at all 
Kid upon the Subject before, at this Time, and I 
Fope you will not anſwer it before it be read, will 
ou! 
All the Committee cry, A Vote! a Vote! Mode- 
mind Jator, whether it ſhould be anſwered ere it be read, 
in; or read ere it be anſwered. Ty 
Mod. That our Spirits may be compoſed, let us 
pray Heh hem O Lord, who art 


urs. the Author and Finiſher of our Diſorders ; who di- 


rects 


n 
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refs us in all our Confuſions to do thy holy Will, 
fettle our Spirits, and e' en give us thy belt Advice fo 
thy own Work, or it will go the war on. 

Cov. Moderator, e'en read a Line o't quietly, to 
ſee what they would have. 

Clerk reads. To the Miniſters, and others, who muc 
« have Power by Law to conſtitute Church- Judica-M to 
&« tures, the humble Petition of the Miniſters of the hear 
& Epiſcopal Perſuaſion.” of 

Med. Stop there, Clerk; we'll read no more. as 

Turb. We will not hear it, Moderator: They call Obe 
us not Miniſters of Chriſt. 0 

Cov. I believe they think us Miniſters of Iniquity. I for 

Sal. And beſides, they ſay, Power conſtituted! by ple 
Law ; I hope there is none here that thinks he's con -· Co 
ſtituted by Law. 7 ä ex. 

Turb. Can the Law conſtitute Judges of Chriſt'; be 
Kirk? No; and they call themſelves Miniſters too, 
and of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion ; we'll give no Fa- 
vour to any Cich Peoplp; we'll root out the Canaau- yo 
itzs, and leave not one of them in the Land. .B& 

R. Eld. Indeed we ſuid make an Act of Tranſ- 
portability, ordaining the Civil Magiſtrate to baniſh 
them out of the Kingdom, and beyond the Line. 

Med. Call in the Curate. [Officer calls] 

Re-enter Mr. Shittle. 
We will have nothing to do with your Petition, Sir, 
take it to you again; we'll give our Reaſons for our 
Refuſal afterwards. 

Mr. Shitt. Moderator, we are clear in our Con- 
ſciences to join with you in purging the Kirk of all 
ſcandalous, heretical and negligent Miniſters of all 
Sorts, and chiefly of all ſuch of our Perſuaſion as 
refuſe to own. your Authority ; for we acknowledge 
your Power de facto over us, and all Power is of 
God, that's cert: in; for it is one of the new thirty- | 
nine Articles: But conſider it is not long ſince we 
were in the Poſſeſſion of the Power; God pulls 
down one and ſets up another. The Inclinations of 

the 
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the People are very changeable, and let that be a 
memento mori to you, Moderator: Beſides, we pro- 
poſe very reaſonable Terms of Communion: We 
are ready to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, be in't 
what will; we are convinc'd in our Conſciences, as 
much as any Man here, that no Faith is to be kept 
to a Popiſh King, and we both preach and pray 
heartily againſt the late King Jawes, and the King 
of France too, and all their Accomplices : We are 
as much againſt the dangerous Principles of paſſive 
Obedience and Non-reliſtance, as either yourſelves 
or the new Church of England; and we are clear 
for judging and depoſing Kings whenever they diſ- 
ah 4 us. In ſhort, Moderator, you ſhall find our 


Conſciences as tractable in all things as your own, 


except one Scruple, which we delire ſome Time to 
be reſolved in. 

Mod. What's that, Sir? 

Mr. Shitt. Tis this: You know, Moderator, that 
you have all poſſible Aſſurances and Promiſes, from 
you know whom, that your Kirk ſhall be trium- 
pbant, and the new Church of Eugland thinks ſhe has 
as faithful Promiſes, and as good Grounds to hope 
ſhe ſhall prevail; now, we are not yet clear in our 
Conſciences which of theſe Promiſes ſhall be kept ; 
therefore, Moderator, all that we deſire is, that 

ou'll let us fit at our own Fire- ſides, and preach 

bo our Stipends, till this weighty Caſe of Conſci- 
ence be reſolved and determined, and then we'll 
know What to do. 

Mod. Well, Sir, in a Word, for all your long 
Speech, we'll have nothing to do with you. 

| [Exit Shittle ſhaking his Head. 

Turb. Better the Houſe of God lie in Rubbiſh, than 
be built by Samaritans. | 

Mod. Now, Brethren, it may be Cauſe of La- 
mentation for us, this Day, to ſee that the Stateſ- 
men do not go on Hand in Hand with us in the 
Work of the Lord. 

E Cov. 


Ol Ma a re” Tn. 
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Cov. It ſets them well indeed, to be as far for. ſhou 
ward in the Cauſe of God as his own Servants : Na, com 
Moderator, if they keep Sight of us, and be ready con! 
at our Call, we ſhall ſeek nae mair of them. I th 

Sal. Alas! Moderator, they are ſo far from that, beer 
they now ſeem to have turn'd their Backs on us. a Ft 
What! have they not by Act of Parliament, taken Rig 
the very T hander-bolt of Excommunication from | 4 
us? Have they not taken away all the civil and the 
temporal Effects of it ? 1 w 

. Eld. Fat ha' they deen? If that be true, we ter 
are but a Beik of Bees without Stangs. g 
3 Cov. Indeed, Brother, you ſay very right : What ſee 
will Malignants care for Curſes, if we can do nae W 
| mair ? You ken they're better at that than we are. ſee 
Nay, herry them, and ſhame them was the auld 5 
Gate ot. | kj U 
Sal. But, Moderator, what was my Lord MH . 
ridden, and the reſt of our Elders who are Mem- 
bers of Parliament, doing when that Act paſs'd? Sf 
Mod. In truth they cannot be blam'd in it, be 
| cauſe it would have look'd prelatick-like in them to 
have watch'd and guarded that the Kirk ſuſtained 
| 


nae Prejudice; you know that was a Reaſon given 
for Prelates their being in all Conrts: Moreover, 
they knew, that if any ſuch Act were made, it was 
an impious Law, and of itſelf null, and of nae 
Force. But, my Lord, what ſay you for 


yourſelf. 
L. Whig. We have now Reaſon to lament with Je- 


— — —Ä[ꝑƷ.ẽ . 


| remiah, and with David to ling, “ Except the Lord 
| 4 do build the Houſe, Cc.“ The Kirk of Scotland in 
| (my Lord) my Father's Time, was ſo fortified with 
Cannons, Pikes and Guns, that there was no ſurpril- 
is ing of her; but now ſhe's like a Garden without 
either Dike or Fence: We are left to ourſelves 
. every Way, and ye know that's a hard Caſe: For 
who cou'd have thought, that, in ſo good an Act 
1 as that reſcinding ſeveral wicked Acts of Parliament, 


| I 
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as that for the keeping the 29th of May, &c. they 
ſnou'd have foilted in theſe wicked Acts anent Ex- 
communication; for, to tell the Truth, I never 
confidered more of an Act than the Title, and that 
I thought ſounded well enough: But I have fince 
been conſulting with Sir William Littlelaw, a Lawyer, 
a Friend of ours, who tells me. that the Claim of 
Right will ſecure us well enough as to that. 

R. Eld. If we be nae otherways ſekeered, bot be 
the Claim of Right, we've a cald Coal to blaw at: 
J wad anes ſee't ſekeere the Quintra fra free Quar- 
ters, and a' the reſt of the Abeeſes mentioned in't, 
and then we may expect ſume Guid o't; but guid 
ſeeth, Moderator, Sir William Littlelau had nae a's 
Wits about him fan that Claim was drawn, and ſac's 


* ſcen o't the Day; for they lay he takes Fits. 


Sol. What Fits? Fits of the Mother mean you ? 
[From a Corner.) I have an infallible Cure for that. 

R. Elder. Na; Fits of Madneſs, 

Cov. That's a healſome Diſeaſe to be troubled in 
Spirit; I wiſh there were mony mae lick of that 
Diſeaſe. 

Sal. if that be all, 'tis no great Matter: Semel 
inſanivimus om!mes. 

Turb. What needs all this Din about an Act of 
Parliament? Cannot we make an Act and Declaration 
reſcinding and annulling that act of Parliament, and 
there's an End o't ? *Tis not the firſt Time we have 
done it. 825 

All. Well thought on! moſt reaſonable! 

[The Committee applauds. 

Mod. It is beſt we adjourn now, till to-morrow 
Morning, at which Time let us meet by Six o'Clock : 


Time's precious. 
[Scene cloſeth, 
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ACT M. SCENE: |, 
Lady Murray's Yeards. 


Will. and Violetta meet in a Wall. 


Vill. J See, tho' thou wert not the Challenger, yet 
thou art firſt in the Field. 
Vio. You ſee I am a Woman of Honour 


F He | 


offers to embrace and kiſs her.] Off Hands, Knight, 
tis too ſoon to grapple yet: Since I was not the 


Challenger, I have the Choice of the Weapons. 


Will. I beg your Pardon, Madam; Murderers are 


not to be treated according to the Law of Arms; 


you wounded me ere I did draw, and in Church 


too. — T m reſolved to repay you ere we part. 

io. Peace, Sir, Ill warrant, you think me one of 
your conventicling ſighing Siſters, whom, if you 
catch by their Bibles, you're as ſure of em as other 


Maids when you catch them by their Smocks. 

Vill. What more wou'd you have? Our Love 
was begun in the Church before the Prieſt. 

Vio. Ay, but we muſt be there once again ere it 
be ended. 

Will. So much Beauty, Wit and Innocence, I can 
bear it no longer. —[ Aſide] Ay, but this proud 
Heart of mine. Damn whining, ghing, 
humble Love. Come, bear it out ſtoutly 
once more. 

Vio. Well, this is a Favux-pas, I find: Trufting 
my Perfon to a Stranger, -no wonder he thinks 
me a good one. Since I have raſhly engaged 
my Forces, the next Thing to be thought on is a 
ſafe Retreat; I mult keep a good Rear-guard. [ A/id?.] 

You was better, Sir, at preaching the lalt 


Day. What! not one Word ! it ſeems you want 
a Text ! 


Will. 


— 
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Will. Faith, Madam, I have a Text I could handle 


cloſely here. | [Offers to kiſs her. 
Vio. Bear off, good Sir, 'tis ſuperſtitious to kiſs 


the Bible; forbear a little, you'll find this Text 


ſomewhat hard for you : And you muſt pray ere you 
meddle with it, I aſſure you. 

Will. Hungry People, Madam, forget to ſay 
Grace ; I ſhall not fail. to ſay one after I have eat my 
Belly-full. 

Vio. But it ſeems you value the Meat little, if you 
account it not worth that Ceremony. 

Will. I will contradi& you, Madam; and, to let 
you ſee that I am conſciencious, I'll confine myſelf 
to cat of this Diſh ſo long as I live: Gad ' tis too good 
a Morſel for a ſplay Mouth. 

Vio. If you mind to make your daily Bread of it, 
Sir, I'll be ſo much your Friend, that you ſhall never 
taſte it till I fee Grace fairly ſaid. 

Will. To be plain, Madam: Are ye not weary of 
your godly Aunt, (for I have got Account of your 
Genealogy already) her eternal Whining and Lec- 
turing, and the religious, nonſenſical Cant of the 
right reverend godly Blockheads of the fanatick 
Order ? | 

Vio. 1 was nc'er very fond of 'em, Sir; and, in 
Truth, methinks I have e'en fool'd away too much 
Time that Way already. | 

Will. Wou'd you not be obliged to any that 
wou'd deliver you? I ſwear 'tis high Time for you 
now to be looking after the Buſineſs of your Crea- 
non. 

Vio. I won'd gladly know how that _—_ be 
done; I believe I thou'd not be wanting to do my 
Part. 

Mill. I'll marry you at the rights, if you can find 
in your Heart to give yourſelf. to an honeſt Fellow. of 

no great Fortune. | gen [3% 
Vid. In Truth, Sir, methinks it were fully as 
much for my future Comfort, to beſtow myſelf, and 
E 3 any 
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any little Fortune I have, upon you, as on ſome re. 
verend Spark in a Band and ſhort Cloke, with the Pa. 
trimony of a good Gift of Prayer, (which perhaps he 
will keep in Exerciſe for two Hours on his Bridal- 


night, when I ſhou'd wiſh he were looking after ſome 


other Thing) and with as little Senſe as his Father 
(who was hang'd in the Graſi-Market for murdering 


the King's Officers) had of Honelty. 


Will. Then I muſt acknowledge, dear Madam, I 


am moſt d{mnably in Love with you, and mult have 


you by foul or fair Play, chuſe you whether. 
Vio. I'll give you fair Play in an honeſt Way. 


Will. Then, Madam, I. can command a Parſon } 


when I pleaſe; and if you be half ſo kind as I could 
wiſh, we'll take a Hackney, and trot up to ſome ho- 


neſt Curate's Houſe ; Belides, a Guinea, or ſo, will | 


be Charity to him, perhaps. 


Vio. Hold a little, I am hardly ready for that yet; 


IT intend (tho' I parley) not to yield at the firſt 
Trumpet: And my little Siſter is not yet provided 
for, according to the ſecond Part of the Lecture. 

Will. Gad, I had forgot that; I was ſo tied to 
you, that 1 could not think on my Friend Frank, 
who is maſt dangerouſly in Love with her. 

Vio. If he belie not his Name, Sir, that may be a 
Match too; for ſhe has laboured long enough in this 
Purgatory, and wou'd be thankful to her Deliverer, 
I delieve But by this Time my Aunt will be 
calling loudly upon her Chaplain, Mr. Wordie, her 
apparent Son-in-law, for Family-exerciſe; if I 
were abſent, the abſolute Decree would paſs againſt 
me ; I ſhou'd be tbruſt out of the Verge of Grace. 

Will. Why call you him her apparent Son-in- 
aW: 

Vio. Faith tis apparent in her Daughter's Belly. 

But I muſt be gone. | 


Will. 1 hope one that's been ſo chriſtianly bred 


up will not leave her firſt Love ſo foon; that's in- 


degd falling back, but in the wrong Senſe. And be- 
| * 


ſides, 
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ſides, when ſhall we meet again? The Canticles will 
furniſh us with no new Occaſion, I ſaid all I know 
on them yeſterday. 

Vio. Ill put you to a Taſk perhaps will fright you, 
but tis the only Way to ſee me; Go, get me a 
double-necked Cloke, a high-crown'd Hat, and all 
the other Appurtenances of a Preſbyterian Miniſter, 
not forgetting the Time, Tone, Smack, Cringe, and 
decent Sigh: And in this Diſguiſe you may venture 
up to my Aunt's Houſe ; faith you need not doubt 
your Welcome from her: I think it beſt you bring 


- your Friend, Frank, with you, leſt Laura's Mouth 


water, and ſhe ſpoil the Plot; I'll * mg your Way, 
and tell my Aunt I invited two godly Miniſters to 
dine with her, that are juſt now come from Holland: 
I'll ſay I faw you at my Lady Conventicle's Lodging 
this Morning. 

Will. By the Lord I'll do it; I vow I cou'd tranſ- 
form myſelf to a ſtranger monſter for your dear 
Sake. 

Vio. But hardly to a greater Beaſt. Sir. 
Laura will be at Herict's Yards, after Prayer, me- 
ditating ; but I ſhou'd not wiſh your Friend Frank 
knew this; he would perhaps diſturb her private 
Thoughts. 

111, I believe he may; for he uſeth to walk there 
to ſhun the Impertinencies of Street-fops, who per- 
ſecute a Man as unreaſonably as ever a Dragoon dill 
a French Proteſtant. 

Vio. Or a Cameronian Miniſter and hi 
Gown. But I muſt go. So adieu. Do 
you know our Lodgings ? [Exit Violetta. 

Will. Faith, and that I do. Farewell, my 
Dear; I am your devoted Servant, I aſſure you 
Now I'll go to Frank, and ſend him to meet the little 
Siſter, and, in the mean time, endeavour to lay by 
any Senſe I have, that I may the better fit the Cha- 
racter I am to put on But here he comes 

i. Good 


— _ 


Ave Maria has with the Lord's Prayer: They hate 


24 The ASSEMBLY; or 


Good News for you, Friend! Till do, Man! The 
Ladies are pliable, by the Lord. 
Enter Frank. 

Fra. I am trply reſtleſs till I ſpeak with this Laura. 

Will. She'll be juſt now in Heriot's Yards after 
Prayers; ſhe walks there, Boy. [They walk toward 

the Street; they meet People as they go, and halt. 

Fra. Gad, I'll attend her What grave re- 
verend People are theſe, doſt thou not know ? 

Will. Gad, that's a Parcel of Preſbyterian Mini- | 
ſters. Faith, Frank, theirs may be called the Fool- | 
iſhneſs of Preaching in a literal Senſe; both in their 
Prayers and Sermons they're mighty Pindarick, for 
this Sentence hath no more Coherence with what's 
paſt, nor Connexion with what's to follow, than the 


Confinement to Senſe and Reaſon, and freely give | 
you ſuch Notions as the Spirit of God dictates to x 
them (as they uſe to preface it.) This inderd is the 15 
only Thing I know they keep their Promiſe in. 
What Grace they may have I cannot tell, but for 
Gifts, methinks, they are not very throng about 
them ; my have not, in my Opinion, many Talents E 
to anſwer for : They ſhould (as truly they are not a 
wanting too) cry down carnal human Learning, for 
they are as ſcarce of that as of Honeſty. 8 Lo 
- Fra. Gad, methinks, Chriſt's Vineyard is but ill 
Tenant-ſtead (as we uſe to ſay of our Lands.) FE 
Will. If I had ſuch a Tenandry in my little Inte- td 
reſt, I vow to God I ſhould let it lie ley rather: Be- 


fides, if my Tenants were as impertinently homely af 
with me, as they are with their Maſter, I ſhould not F 
_ endure it ſo pleaſantly, or rather patiently — n 
But there's a Convention of Univerſity-men, who | L 


may truly be divided into two Claſſes, Fos/s and | 
Knaves; they are all of the latter Sort, and the f 
greateſt Part, of the former. The moſt part of them || ** 
are ſo ignorant, that it were hard to tell their primum 
cognitum. They are for the old heterogenial Prin- 

| ciples, 


The 


Aura. 


after 
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iples, for they ſpeak one Thing, teach a ſecond, 
ſwear a third, profeſs and maintain a fourth, and, 
if it could be, wou'd believe a fifth. Says one 
Fellow, Why ! muſt I loſe my Place for two Lines 
of an Oath ? Says another, III ſwear, but III be the 
old Man ſtill: A third, I have a Family muſt be 
maintained: Says a fourth, I'll keep my Place mere- 
ly to deſpite my Colleague, who would have me out- 
ted: So down go the Oaths, as faſt as tender Chicks 
a Preſbyterian Miniſter's Throat after a long Suuday s 


8g Exerciſe. 


Fra. I thought theſe Brethren of Iniquity had a- 


greed better, and that there was no Javgling twixt 


them. 
Will. Gad, theſe Sparks can never agree while their 


© Intereſts are divided. If they can cheat one another 
of a Scholar, that's their great Plot: When one has 


" behind his Neighbour's Back, he'll tell, his Con- 
cience is as wide as Hell; ſo thus throwing Dirt at 
his Neighbour, he beſpatters himſelf. In ſhort, Ho- 
neſty and Ingenuity are banifhed far from them, Diſ- 


ſembling is their chiefeſt Quality. 


3 diſcourſing. 
Enter Lord Huffy with a Whip in his Hand, and Dogs 
following, Lord Whigridden meeting him. 

L. Huff. Holo, holo, holo! Good-morrow to your 


Lordſhip. 
EL. Mie. Your Lordſhip's Servant: Whither fo 
timely with this Beaſt-equipage— Ha, ha, ha. 

L. Huff. A-hunting, my Lord; a little Diverſion 
after the Toil and Fatigue of Buſineſs. 

L. Whig. Upon my Honour, my Lord, I'm migh- 
tily burdened, truly born down with the Affairs and 
mighty Concerns of the Nation. III tell thee, Man, 
I had not fo much Time as to kiſs my Wife theſe 
twelve Months for publick Buſineſs: My Concern 
for the State makes me neglect my Duty to my Fa- 
mily ——But I go a-hunting to-day too, my 


Lord. 
L. Huf. 
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L. Huff. Where are your Dogs? We'll go tooe. 
ther. Jer 
L. Whig. There's a Brace of good, well-pointel 2 
Libels ; [ Pulling ſome Papers out of his Noc let. 1 ** 
hunt the Curates, my Lord, the Wolves out of Sas 
Chriſt's Vineyard ; I am an old Tyke at them, i'faith Jnr) 
a, ha, ha, ha. . 
L. Huff. A good Jeſt, ifaith ; I think I can run Ones 
down a Curate too. But I hope ſhortly weſh 
ſhall have none of that Kind of Cattle to hunt, then u 
your Lordſhip's Dogs lie idle Ha, ha, ha. q 
L. Whig. If it be otherways, it ſhan't be my or 
Fault ; PI worry all I fee; my Dogs are ſure- 


mouth'd Ha, ha, ha. But I'm told King 5 

Wiliam will interdict the Foreſt : He fays he will 6 © 

protect the Curates, they behaving themſelves as be- 409 

comes. he [ 
Enter behind them Viſioner and Novel. 


L. Huff. What if he do? My Father, my Bro- Hol 
ther, and I, will lay down our Commiſſhons : I 
ſhan't ſay much, But, mum. Let him | / 
fill them again. 

Viſ. With ſuch Men, in Hafte, Pm ſure he 
ſhan't ! 

Nov. Such Beaſts, you would ſay. 

Viſ. Beaſts or Men, tis all one; but ſpeak diſ- 
creetly. - Let me tell you, I ſhou'd be ſorry 
King William loſt ſuch Servants : Faith they'll make 101 
our Nation famous for | 

Nov. For producing Monſters, like the I Ni 


L. Huff. If 1 whip not the Buyers and Sellers out I the 
of the Temple, let my right Hand forget her Cun- F rit 
ning. | [Clacks his Whip. 
L. Whig, 1 have a Curate in Chaſe to-day, my | no 
Lord: You mult return before the Council fit down; I de! 
PII need Aſſiſtance ; the Fellow has complied, and 
may get Friends: When his Buſineſs is called, I'll I E. 
make me as if I had nc'er heard on't before 5 ſo : 
out | 


* 


/ 
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out pull I my Pocket-book, and finding him there, 


ordine alphabetico, Oho, then, ſay I! Is this Curate 
ſuch- a- one, was drunk ſuch a Day, beat his Beadle 
at ſuch a Time, play'd at Cards in ſuch a Company, 
ſwore ſuch an Oath? A bloody-mouth'd Rogue, 
caus*'d impriſon one of the People of God, for no 
other Fault, — his being at Bothuell· Bridge. 
Your Lordſhip muſt anſwer, The very ſame; you 
muſt avouch the whole Story. 

L. Huff. Yes, faith, ſo I ſhall; I'll aſſure the 


Lords I heard it this Morning, for a certain Truth, 


from your Lordſhip's own Mouth. 

L. Whig. Well, your Lordſhip's Servant; I muſt 
go to the Committee: If you be near the Mint-Houſe, 
acquaint my Lord Acre/eſs with the Plot; you know 
he's a Confederate. Ha, ha, ha. [Exit laughing. 

L. Huff. I ſhall. Your Servant, my Lord. 
Holo, holo, holo. | | Exit with his Train. 


er m. SCENE nm. 


The Old Lady's Lodging. 
01d Lady, Mr. Solomon Cherry-Trees. 


01d La. R. Solomon, have you not convinc'd 
my Niece, my ſtubborn, obſtinate 

Niece, that there ſhould be Union and Communion 
betwixt the Members of the ſame Kirk, and that, for 
the better Performance of this, there ſhou'd be a Pa- 
rity btwixt the Members. 

Sol. Indeed there ſhould betwixt Miniſters, but 
_ betwixt the Miniſter and his two Lay-el- 
ers. | 
Old La. But as to the fitteſt Poſture in Time of 
Exerciſe ? 

Sol. Indeed I can never get her convinc'd, that 
Standing is by far the molt convenient. | 


01d 


_— 


=, 
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Ou La. But ſhe remains (till obſtinate as to Perſe, 
verance. 

Sol. Indeed I can hardly perſuade her that a fal. 
len Member will ever riſe again. ——— But as for 
theſe Things, nothing but Experience, Madam ; 
wait but a while, till ſhe feel the in-bearing Work 
about her own Heart. I'm reſolved to viſit and deal 
with her; the's in her Chamber, I hope. 

Maid. Pray you ſtop a little; ſhe's juſt now a. 
dreſſing herſelf. 

Sol. No Matter, I muſt be inſtant in Seaſon and 
out of Seaſon. [ Ruſhes forward into her Chamber, 

[ Laura retires in Diſorder. 

Maid. You're in a Prick-haſte, faith. 

Sel. I'm reſolv'd to be impudent for once [ Aſide.] 
— Madam, though you would be never ſo obſtinate, 
theſe two fair breaſts of yours evidently prove a Pa- 
rity in the Church. LON her Breaſts.] Look 
you now! Doth the one of theſe tyrannize over the 
other, thus, or thus? They live in brotherly Unity 
and Concord together. Do not imagine that the 
Body natural is thus orderly, and that the wiſe Crea- 
tor would ſuffer ſuch a Blemiſh in the myltical. 

Lau. re-entering. Good Mr. Parſon, you muſt fetch 
your Similies elſewhere ; I aſſure you I'll be neither 
Parable nor Metaphor to your Kirk-government. 
Sc. Dear Madam, forbear that Antichriſtian 
Name of Parſon; that curs'd Prelacy runs ſtill in 
your Head. But this leads me to diſcourſe of 
bare Breaſts and gaudy Apparel: O what a hideous 
Thing is it, for a Proteſtant Woman to have her 
Breaſts ſtrutting out thus! [Handling her Breaſts. ] 
_ —Yea, {ome will diſcover them thus far, to 
their eternal Shame. [ Handling them, he thruſts - his 

Hand down her Breaſt. 

Lau, Men of ſuch Metal as you cannot endure 
it, but, however, methinks you a little too fa- 
miliar : I'm ſure you never ule to handle your Text 
ſo cloſely. 


Sol. 


can atone 


SCOTCH REFORMATION. 39 


Sol. It may be; but you'll never know the Diffe- 
rence till you find me in the Pulpit. 

Lau. I ſay, once more, good Mr. Parſon, (if that 
will fright you) forbear ; you have not thoſe Things 

or reſſing into a Lady's Retirement ſo 
early, I mean, Youth and Gallantry. 

Sol. Nay, Madam, I think Soul- concerns... 
Yet I am not fo old neither. [Looking in the Claſi. ] 

But, Madam, the Concern I have for your 
Body your Mind, I mean And 'twere 
a Pity. ſuch a fair Piece of the Creation ſhould pe- 
riſh, and theſe bright Eyes, that ſhine like Stars in 
the Sanctuary: Put your Confidence in me, Madam; 
truſt to my Conduct; I'll cure all the fleſhly Appe- 
tites that war againſt the = I'll carry you to a 
Bed of Roſes, where you ſhall taſte the Sweets of 
Love. O the Height! the Depth! the Breadth ! 
and the Length of a true active Love! 

Lau. Hold, Sir! forbear! Gad, I'd not truſt my 
little Spaniel Bitch in your Bed of Roſes among 
your Perfumes and Things! Mark me, Sir; foh! 
You ſcent ſtrong of Tobacco and Sack 1 
warn you; no more of your Cant. I'll par- 
don what's paſt, but, in Time coming, if I hear one 
Word of Beds, bare Breaſts, Sweets of Love, and 
ſuch Gibberiſh, that become your wry Mouth as ill 
as that fair Wig doth your Monkey-face ; Pl reveal 
all, ſpoil your Trade, and make you appear, inſtead 
of a mortified Saint, and Preacher of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, a molt profane, luſtful, old, impudent Vil- 
lain. [ Exit Laura. 

Sol. Pl get me gone, and tell her Aunt ſhe's a 
good Proficient in the Leſſons of Grace: If I irri- 
tate her ſhe'll mar all, and reveal me to the old La- 
dy: She has my Thumb under her Belt once, I with 
my whole Hand were really ſo; as old as I am, I 
ſhould ——= LExit ſhaking his Head. 
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AUF. 10 8 CE NE . 


A Church. The Commintee. 


Moderator, Mr. Salathiel, Mr. Turbulent, Mr. Co- 
| venant, Mr. Solomon, Lord Whigridden, Ruling 
r. 


Mod. his Providence we have gotten the 

hardeſt of our Work over: We've cen 
almoſt rooted out the Curates, who were never plant- 
ed in Chriſt's Vineyard: Let us now proceed to 
Planting, for now all Things are as they were at 
the Beginning. 

Sal. Thanks be to his predeſtinated Majeſty for 
that; Nam reges ad Ka? totis compoſitur erbos.-= 
But, in Truth, Moderator, 1 muſt tell you, our Col- 
lege is doing its Duty to ſend out excellent young 
Men to the Vineyard: Thanks to worthy Mr. 
Mie, who teaches them to diſpute categorematice 
and Hucategorematicè, and deſpiſe vain Philoſophy 
and Mathematicks; and inſtructs them in many 
Things, which the Malignants, who want Grace, 
ſay are contrary to Reaſon: Indeed, Moderator, 
they are above Reaſon. And what tho' they were 
contrary to it? What hath carnal Reaſon or human 
Learning to do about Chriſt's Spouſe ? 

Mod. We've heard meikle Good of him, indeed, 
Brother. 

Sal. Truly, if all our Profeſſors were like him, 
we ſhou'd be as happy a College as is in Scotland 
this Day; but you know how ſome of them 123 
themſelves to diſappoint our Good-doing: Yet, for 
all that, I maun 4 if we were quit of one Man, 
we were e'en Neighbour-like yet. *Tis the 


Lord's Doings, that bath purged the Fountains 
and Serunaries: They were all over-grown with 
| Cartes's 


I. 


Co- 
uling 


the 
een 
lant- 
d to 
2 * 


for 
04.— 
Col- 
oung 

Mr. 
atice 
phy 
nany 
race, 
tor, 
were 
man 


leed, 


him, 
land 
jured 
, for 
Man, 
the 
tains 
with 
rics's 


Scorch REFORMATION. 47 


Cartes Mathematicks and human Reaſoning ; yea, 


ſome of them were ſo blaſphemous, as to maintain 
that the King was ſupreme and unaccountable. | 

Mod. That's a' very true, Mr. Salathie/ : But I 
think we have ta'en a Courſe with them for that: 
But now for Planting. ONT, 

Turb. Truly, Moderator, I would have ſome of 
the malignant Expectants hook'd, if we cou'd be 
ſicker of them. ; 

Cov. The Curates are Bulis of Baſhan, and there- 
fore I'll ſpeak a Word about Dogs, and ha' done. 
You know, where there are Bulls, there's a Bull- 
beating, and where there's a Bull-beating there are 
Dogs. Now, there are two forts of Dogs, Gods 
Dogs and the Devil's Dogs ; if you let in the Cu- 
rates, the Devil's Maſtiffs, they'll worry God's own 
Meſſons. ———-No more about that. 

Sol. from a Corner.) J would have able Divines 
to dreſs the Spouſe abundantly, in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon, and to ſatisfy her Cravings and Longings ; 
for, poor Virgin, ſhe hath been ſtarved theſe twen- 
ty-eight Years. The Malignants are People who 
have good natural Gifts : 1 think, if they had Grace 
to wait well or cloſe upon their Work, we might 
admit them into the Bride's Bed. 

Mod. 1 know People, who are right good Judges 
of Gifts, that ſay the malignant young Men are as 
well endowed with them as any, and they will get 
Grace as ſoon as they come to our Side of the Houſe ; 
therefore, Officer, call in Mr. Turncoat. 

Enter Turncoat bowing and cringing. 

Mod. Sir, What would you ſay to us? | 

Turuc. If it phos your good Wiſdom, I wou'd 
know what you'd ſay to me. 

Mod. It is Cauſe, Sir, of Mourning and Lamen- 
tation to you, as long as you live, that you dwelt 
ſo long in the Tents of Sin, and have ſo publickly 
committed Uncleanneſs with the Whore. 


F2 Turns. 


* 7 ¶⁰ —_———— — . 
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Turnc. My Lord-—1I mean, Moderator, I never 
in my Life fat on the Repentance- ſtool, and conſe- 
quently never committed Adultery. 

Mod. Ah, Mr. Turncoat, I ſee out of the Abun- 
dance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh; I ſee you 
have a Heart-blindneſs and Hankering after Prela- 


cy, when you 5 ſo the Language of the Beaſt, 


and do not underſtand the Language of the Sanc- 
tuary. 

Clerk. Do you not know, Sir, that Mr. Covenant 
rov'd, that the Curates lay with the Whore of Ba- 
»ylon, and begat fourteen Blackbirds, to wit, the 

Prelates, out of that Text in the Revelation, © I 
« laid her upon a Bed, &c. 

Cov. Right! But how came you to comply with 
theſe adulterous Loons ? 

Turnc. Oh the Iniquity, Tyranny and Wicked- 
neſs of former Times! I was e'en forced to com- 
.municate with them, as I wou'd with a Tard or a 
Jew; yea, a Papiſt: But I was till a good Preſ- 

yterian in my Heart, and I think that's enough. 

Mod. Very good, Sir; e'en many good Miniſters 
were forc'd to do the ſame; but their Hearts are 
right, and that's all that we or God ſeeks of them. 
hut what do you ſay about Prelacy ? 

Turnc. I think it a moſt ſuperſtitious, idolatrous, 
antichriſtian Order, reprobated before the Founda- 
tions of the World. 

L. Whig. Mark, Moderator, he ſays Epiſcopacy's 
Foundation is in the World. Yea, he calls it an 
Order; I think he ſhould rather call it a Confuſion, 
or elſe we'l: take Order with him. 

Sal. That's no Matter, my Lord, whether it be 
Confuſion or not, ſo it be not Order: But, as touch- 
ing the Confeſſion of Faith! 

Turnc, I think it the beſt Book in the World, 
and that the Penmen thereof were more than ſuper- 
naturally inſpired. 

R. Eid. 
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R. Eld. See yet, Moderator, he ca's the Confeſſi - 
on of Faith a Buik, I think it ought to he ca'd a 
Bible, for the Haill Duty of Man is ca'd a Buik. 

Sal. No Matter whether it be called a Book or a 
Bible (for the word, hec biblia bibliæ, may Wa 
both) ſo it be not a Whole Duty of Man. Well, 
Sir, you'll ſubſcribe it without any Qualiſications, 
Reſtrictions or Reſervations, and aſſent thereunto, 
non ſolum materialiter, but formaliter. 

 Turnc, Yes; and I think there's an Argument a- 
gainſt the Perfection of Scripture, becauſe it contra- 
dicts the Confeſſion of Faith in the Points of univer- 
ſal Redemption and Reprobation.. 

Sol. A raw-gifted Brother this; he ſeems not to 
have the two Corner-ſtones, the two cardinal Graces, 
the good Giſts of Preaching and Lecturing, together 
with the long long Gift of Prayer. 

Cov. I'll give you two Advices about Reading of 
Books : Fir, what Books ye ſhould not read; and, 
2405, and laſtly, what Books ye ſhould read. Firſt, 
read no prelatical, papiſtical, heathen Authors, Jew-- 
i/h, or Morality Books. 24ly, Read Gray's and Cu- 
thrie's Sermons, Rutherford's Letters, the Covenant, 
and Confeſſion of Faith. 

Mod. The Beniſon of the Covenant light upon 
you, Sir, for now and ever. [Exit Turncoat bowing 
and cringing} Well, Sirs, I find this will not do 
the Turn, except we fall upon. ſome new Way to 
cauſe all the rich Nobles and wiſe Gentles concur 
with us in the Work of the Lord. It they knew 
themſelves, they would e'en come and lend God a 
Lift without Bidding: But, Sirs,. what ſhall be done 
with that! 

Turb. As the Lord lives, I think we are better 
quit of them; for you know tis ſaid by the Apoſtle, 
Not many wiſe, not many noble, not many learn- 
* ed, not many rich;” and I think that the only 
Mark our Kirk hath of the true Kirk. | 

F 3 Mod. 
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Med. Let us meet again at ten o'Clock, Brethren, 
for I hear ſome ill Reports, that they are Enemies to 


the Kirk: So we'll do as much as we can, and! 
undone the Things we do not. : ED 


[Scene cloſeth. 


— 


nn. 


A 
Heriot's Teardt. 


Enter Laura and Violetta ir: a Walk. 


Lau. Iſter, you told me you Servant ſaid his 

Friend uſed to walk here to ſhun the te- 

dious. Impertinencies of Town-fops; but it ſeems 

he either lights the Occaſion of meeting me, or his 
Friend was dull. a 

Vio. Faith, Siſter, I find you're in Love of him 


already, you're ſo impatient ; but, if they be what 


we are certainly inform'd they are, they're neither 
ſuch Sots, nor ſo ill- natur C. 

Lau. I ſhould like better, i' faith, a Converſation 
with the luſty, brisk, brave, young Fellow, that can 
fpeak Senſe, and do his Courteſy right, than one 
of our true Preſbyterian Blockheads, thoſe Haters 
of Reaſon, and Criers-down of good Manners, as 
much as ſet Forms; who know no more their Du- 
ty to.a Lady, than to their Sovereign. 

| FExeunt by the Walk. 
A little after enters Frank /o/us. 

Fra. — Damn theſe fanatick Dogs! had it not 
been their long Prayers ſhe'd been here ere now; I 
am all Impatience to ſee her; it were more for her E- 
diication and Comfort to hear me aſſure her, in 
ſhort, that I am her moſt humble Servant, than a 


Fellow, after ag many wry Mouths as wou'd fright a 


Necromancer, 
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hren, Necromancer, and as many Pangs as his Mother had 
es to when ſhe bare him, tell his Maker, with an Empha- 
leave ſis, that the King of France is a Tyrant, and ought 

to be rooted out But here ſhe's! I'm all Fire! 


45 


ſeth, | By the Heavens ſhe's fair! Gad ſhe's young 


Re-enter Laura /o. 

Lau. Here he is! Now for Gravity Let me 
ſee, I'll think on Damnation, as my Aunt bids me, 
when I incline to laugh. [ Aſide. 

Fra. Madam, may I have the Honour to accom- 
pany you in your Walk ? 

au. If you did, Sir, it might prove ſcandalous, 
and I am neither willing to hazard my own Reputa- 
tion, nor ruin any hittle you may have. | 

Fra. No great Scandal, Madam, for the Place is 


his publick. Methinks it ſhov'd rather ruin my Repu- 
te- tation to walk by a handſome Lady, like a Merchant 
ems on the Exchange=——P'm fare it wou'd in ſome Places 
his where I have been. 

Lau. If it be only, Sir, a general Piece of Gallan- 
him try, that I believe you are ready to to all the 
hat Street-whores in Town, it hardly merits my Thanks; 
her f{oI aſſure you I'll neither laugh at you myſelf, nor 

tell it as Jeſt, and Nobody ſees to cenſure you. 
ion [ She's going, he detains her. 
can Fra. Gad, Madam, but you eſcape not ſo ; 
"Ne fince you had the Patience to hear one Mr. S/ en 
ers (I believe they call him) mangle ſo unmercifully an 
28 innocent Piece of Scripture yeſterday, methinks thou 
u- art Nonſenſe- proof; 2 you mult e' en bear with me 

a little; beſides, tis Charity to adminiſter Comfort 
. to me, for I am in Love. 

Lau. I find *twill out, and I am content it ſhou'd 
ot [ Afide.] On condition you'll leave me, Sir, 
III promiſe you my beſt Help; I'll — for you, Sir. 
E- Fra. If you be my Interceſſor, Madam, I hope I 
in ſhall ſoon be happy, for the Lady is young, rich and 
a handſome, and may have many other good Qualities. 
27 Beſides, ſhe's an Intimate of yours, I am ſure, 


Lau, 


| 
ie 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Lau. Make your Demands reaſonable, and I'm 
ſure I ſhall do all I can for you. 

Fra. I take you at your Word, Madam; gad, you 
are the fair One yourſelf. 

Lau, I am oblig'd to you, Sir, if all theſe good 
Things be ſaid 1 me; for tho' I always believed 
them of myſelf, yet you are the firſt Flatterer that 
ever told me of them. 

Fre. Then, at leaſt, I have no declared Rival. 

Eau. Nay, for that, Sir, this is the Way to pet 
you one, and a dangerous one too: To tell me of 
ſo many good Qualities will make me fall in Love 
with myſelf; but you mult ſpeak good Things of 
yourſelf ere I can love you, if you wou'd be at that. 

Fra. There I wou'd be, indeed; but II! be entire- 
ly beholden to you for your Love. I'll diſclaim 
Merit. 

* But this is an Age wherein Charity waxeth 
cold. 

Fra. I'll only aſk Liberty to ſerve you. 

Lau. You'll, ten to one, expect Wages in the End. 

Fra. Ay, Madam, yourſelf, or nothing: I could 
be content to have Earneſt in Hand. 

[Offers to kiſs her, 

Lau. Hold off, Sir, you are a ſaucy Servant; be- 
ſides, we are not yet agreed; I muſt know what you 
ean do, ere I ſwap a Bargain. Cou'd you come eve- 
ry Sunday to Church, and be condemned, without 
fleeping or whiltling, to fit gravely and hear two 
Hours of a Sermon ? 

Fra. I cou'd, every Day in the Week, to ſee you. 

Lau. And hear ten or twelve double Verſes of a 
Pſalm ſung to a pitiful Tune? 

Fra. I could hear from the firſt of the Revelation 


to the laſt of the Graff to have the Happineſs to 


hear you ling as one of the Quiriſters. 
Lau. It ſeems you're an ill Divine———But theſe 
are two mortifying Pieces of Service, Are they 72 ? 
ra. 


I'm 


you 
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Fra. Flat Tyranny, as 1 ſhall anſwer to God 
But hold, Madam, 4 all that, Could ye love, mar- 
ry, live with me, and beget Sons and Daughters? 

Lau. If you'd promiſe to live at home, read the 
Scriptures, ling Pſalms, and pray in your Family, I 
might perhaps do my Duty. 

Fra. Gad, I ſhall be very good at Family-exer- 
ciſe, I'll warrant you — But, Madam, *tis not Raile- 
ry with me; faith, I'm reſolv'd I'll have you: I have 
a Comerade has a Plot on your Siſter too ; I cannot 
tell if you know on't. 

Lau. I believe 1 do; and I muſt try your Fideli- 
ty and Courage, as my Siſter does 2 Comerade's : 
Go, put me on a Preſbyterian Miniſter, and meet me 
at my Aunt's againſt Dinner; your Friend is to do 
this for my Siſter ; he'll accompany you, and inſtru 
you farther : If you love me as much as he doth my 
Siſter, you'll venture as far for me; I'm generous ; 


I'll reward you. 


Fra. Madam, faith that's hard ; gad 'tis a mon- 
ſtrous Diſguiſe. | 
Lau. No more Words, I ſee People coming ; re- 
member tis my firſt Command. So farewel. 
Exit Laura. 
Fra. Madam, your Servant. Gad I'll keep it moſt 
religiouſly; I'll endeavour to have as little Senſe, 
and as much Hypocriſy as the belt of em Yet 
what if I ſhould be forced to ſay Prayers, or Grace 
Stay, when I was young, my Mother taught me 
a Word or two. [Exit muttering his Grace. ] „O 


« God of all Power and Glory, who haſt created us 
„at this Time 


ACT 
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ACT IV; SOGENEK 
A Church. The Committee, 


Moderator, Mr. Turbulent, My. Salathiel, Mr. So- 


lomon, Mr. Covenant, Clerk, Lord Whigridden, 
Ruling-Elder. 


Med. Rethren, we are met here in this Place, 
by God's ſpecial Providence, about his 

own Work: I hope there are none here but will go 
on both cheerfully and willingly with the worthy 
Deſign of Reformation. Indeed our Hands are much 
weakned, for the Court e'en begins to forget the 
Houſe of God: Therefore we ought to go on with 
the more Strength, Courage and Zeal in the Work 
we are going about Clerk, read the Aſſembly's Act 
about Plantations; for that's the Thing we are to 
meddle with at this Time. [ Clerk reads, 
Clerk. The right reverend the Moderator and Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scot/and, taking to 
their Conſideration the Growth of Profanity for the 
Want of the Goſpel, and the Abundance of Hypo- 
criſy through the Preaching of the ſame, have, with 
an unanimous Confent, ordained the reſpective Sy- 


nods and Preſbyteries to make diligent Search after 


all Vagabonds, Randy-beggars and Sabbath-breakers, 
c. to give up their Names to the Kirk-ſeſſions 
1 urb. Moderator, the Clerk knows not what he 
reads. . 
Mod. Is not th's the Act about Plantations you 
are reading, Clerk ? | mean the Act of the Aſſem- 
bly ? 
Clerk. Yes, if you wou'd hear it read out, you 
wou'd be convinced. 
Mod. Say on, Sir Turbulent offers to ſpeak. ] Do 
not diſturb the Committee, Sir. [Clerk nw 
erk. 
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' Clerk. The Aſſembly appoints their Names to be 
dilated to the reſpective Kirk-ſeſſions; and, in caſe 
they be contumacious, ordains the Civil Magiſtrate 
to take notice of them, ay and till they give Obe- 
dience to the Kirk. 

Extraftum per me Jo. Spaldin. 

Turb. I ſay, Moderator, that's not the Act we are 
ſeeking ; not one Word in that Act about Planta- 
tions. 

Clerk. Will you hear it read over again. 

Mod. There's no Need of that, I think the whole 
Committee ſeems to be ſatisfied that this is the Act. 
Sir, you ſhou'd not ſpeak againſt the whole Commit- 
tee. Sit down, Sir. 

Turb. Moderator, the Plantation- act names a Sub- 
committee, who are ta call in all the Curates and 
Prelates that preach in the Country ; and, unleſs you 
mean them by the Vagabonds and Randy-beggars, 
I do not ſee this is the Act. 

Mod. What if we do, Sir? there's no great Harm. 
But will you have a Vote whether it be or not ? 
Speak out, Sir ? 

Cov. I think all this Debate needleſs. Let Mr. 
Turbulent tell what the Act was, or acquieſce to the 
Determination of the Committee. I think the 
Clerk ſhou'd be believed. 

Med. Mr. Salathiel, was you preſent when the Act 
was made? Is this the Act the Clerk has read juſt 
now, Sir ?— Say, Sir, and rid our Feet of this Dif- 
ſiculty. 

Sal. As the Truth is in me, I cannot ſay poſitive- 
ly this is the Act, but, for any Thing I know, it 
may be the Act. Nam de futuris contingentibus non 
datur determinata certitas. 

Mod. What think you, then ? Muſt we refer it to 
a Vote. 

Clerk. Moderator, I have found the Act. 

Mod. Sir, you are to blame for putting the Com- 
mittee to all this necdleſs Trouble; read it out, ws, 

an 
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and ſee you be right now, and not wrong 2 ſecond 
Time, once more. l [Clerk reads, 

Clerk. The Moderator and the General Aſſembly 
of the Kirk of Scotland, having conſidered the great 
Damage the Nation, and Kirk of God within the 
ſamen, hath received, and doth daily receive, from 
the ſeveral Perſons who call themſelves Miniſters of 
Chriſt, by venting the Soul-deſtroying and Goſpel- 
overturning Principles of Arminianiſin, Pelagianiſm, 
Arianiſm, Neſtorianiſm, &c. doth, with an harmoni- 
ous Vote, forbid all the foreſaid pretended Miniſters 
to preach in any Place, either within or without the 
Kingdom, ay and till ſuch Time as they profeſs their 
Repentance to the Committee poland 2 recover- 
ing Apoſtates. Extrattum per me Jo. Spaldin. 

Mod. Now, you have heard the Act, ſay, What will 
be the beſt -Vay of treating with thoſe of the prela- 
tick Party who will join with us in Communion ! 

Sal. Thereare three Things in that Buſineſs would 
be narrowly conſidered. 1/t/y, How are we to treat! 
24ly, With whom are we to treat? 3dly, and /aſtly, 
Whether we ſhould treat or not ? 

Mod. Sit down, Mr. Salathie/ ; let us aſk my 
Lord's Opinion=— My Lord, what think you of the 
Bufineſs before our Hands now, for the preſent un- 
der Conſideration ? 

L. Whig. Such is the Senſe of my own Infirmity, 
Moderator, that I needed more than an ordinary 
Confidence, without your Deſire, to declare my O- 
pinion. I perceive the Thing before the Board is 
Communion-terms with the prelatick Party, about 
which 1 ſhall ſpeak three Words, and ha' done. I 
ſhall begin with the laſt firſt. Firſt, then, of the laſt; 
I think the Inſtitution of the Sacrament of our Savi- 

Our to be the great Mark of Communion in the catho- 
lick Church, and that which diſtinguiſheth Prote- 
ſtants from Papiſts, and Preſbyterians from both. 
2dly, I think the Ceremony of fitting much more de- 
cent and edifying than that of - kneeling, which is ido- 

: latrous, 


latrous 
rofan 
loder 
Table. 
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latrous, or ſtanding, which is a ſuperſtitious and moſt 
rofane Poſture in Time of divine Ordinances. Laſtly, 
. the admitting of Perſons to the holy 
Table, is a Matter of great Importance, and deſerves 
Conſideration, and ought not raſhly to be done, 
which was the great Error of the prelatick Party. 

Mod. Will your Lordſhip be pleaſed to explain 
yourſelf? There are ſome here who have Difficulty to 
underſtand you. 

Sol. Tho' I be not a Member in this Committee, 
U from a Corner] yet Vil give my Opinion as if I 
were a Member. Have a care of the Concerns of 
Chriſt's Kirk ; get able Men, well-gifted, to do Du- 
ty to her for Fructification. 

Mod. Sit down, Sir, 
Turbuleut? 

Turb. 1 adviſe, for a more expedite Form of De- 
politions, that there be a /ibe//a univerſalis, which is 
as much as to ſay, an univerſal Libel ; and that two 
Days of Compearance, or the Forenoon and After- 
noon of the ſame Day, be allotted for the whole Cu- 
rates on this and on the other Side of Tay, and that 
they be cited at the Inſtance of the Committee to 
compear before it. | 

Cov. To what our Brother has ſaid T have two 
Queries, two Difficulties, one Fear, and a Propo- 
ſal ; or rather, two Propoſals, two Queries, one Dif- 
ficulty, and a Fear. My Propoſals are, that there 
be an A& prohibiting all anſwering of Libels either 
by Word or Writ, and that the Curates be libelled 
on Faults to be done, as done. My firſt Queſtion is, 
Whether we ſhould plant their Kirks ere we depoſe 
them, or depoſe them ere we plant their Kirks : wy 
ſecond Queſtion is, How is it poſhble to reach thoſe 
Curates that are neither on this nor on the other 
Side of Tay? 

Rul. Eld. Let 'em come in by a Claſs of their own, 
which, with the other two let me ſee two 
and one, make juſt three. 1 

CVs 


What ſay you, Brother 
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Cov. Well, my Difficulty is, whether this Libel 
ſhould be written or printed ; and my Fear is, that 
the Curates call this indirect Dealing, and Judging in 
our own Cauſe. 

Turb. What, will not Chriſt be Judge in his own 
Cauſe at the laſt Day? Did Jo/þua, when he extirpa- 
ted the Idolaters, cite every Man to perſonal Com- 
pearance, and give him a Copy of his Libel afore- 
hand? Did Chriſt, when he whipt the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple, take every particular Huck- 

ſter-wife by the Lug ? I trow no. 

All. Strong Senſe ! 

Med. But, as to theſe Difficulties, what ſay you, 

Lord! 

L. Whig. Firſt, to conclude, there being a ſtand- 
ing Relation betwixt Flocks and their ancient Paſtors, 
and Churches being comprehended in Synods, and 
Synods in Presbyteries; I would ſay, Churches be- 
ing comprehended in Presbyteries, and Presbyteries 
in Provincial Aſſemblies, and theſe again in the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, this will breed a Kind of a — 
you underſtand me — Now, this being joined 
to the Badneſs of the Weather in the Winter-time, 
and Plantations following Depoſitions, either imme- 
diately before, or immediately behind it would 
be conſidered that there be no Step put to the Work 
of the Lord. 

Mod. Where are your Doubts now? Al trow they 
are gone, Sir. | 

Cov. But till as touching the Propoſals. 

Three ſpeak. A Committee for the Propoſals, ano- 
ther for the Queſtions, and another for the Fear. 

R. Eid. We canna vote a Committee till we ken 
wha ſhall be on't. 

Cov. But as to private Baptiſm and Communion ? 

All. Committee, or no Committee! 

Mod. To appeaſe the Tumult, let us pray=——— 
O Lord, the Confuſion of our Minds ſhews that our 
Spirits are in Diſorder ; and, as we were orderly be- 

fore 
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fore our Confuſion begun, ſo we intreat that it may 
be ſo when it is at an end. We thank thee for the 
great Harmony, Oneneſs and Union [that is amongſt 
us, for, be we orderly, bs we confuſed, we gae all 
ac Gaet, Cc. 

Turb. ] hear that we are to be diſſolved ; that this 
Sun-ſhine will not laſte; that ſhould be taken notice 
of. 

Med. I hear no leſs, Brother, but I do not believe 
it: However, let us 2djoura till the Afternoon, at 
which Time we will meet and give a Home-ſtroke 
at leaſt. In the mean time, I think, there ſhould 
be Committees appointed for Appeals, Declinatures, 
Depoſitions, Plantations, paſtoral Relations and Scrip- 
tural Sibneſſes, and Acts of Tranſportability. 

[ Exeunt, 


ACT IN SCENE: UK 


The Abbay-Gate. 


Enter Lord Huffy kic king and whipping two Dogs led 
by two Soldiers; a Huntſman with his Hards bound; 
Boy, &c. 


L. Huff. Ou damn'd Curs, I'll teach you to hunt 

* contrary to my Orders! And for you, 

Mr. Huntſman, to be ſure you muſt be diſaffected to 

the preſent eſtabliſhed Government both in Church 
and State. Carry him to the Guard! 

[Exeunt Soldiers and Huntſman, 

Boy. But the poor Cuts underſtand not your 
Lordſhip's Order. 

L. Huff. Peace, you Raſcal; I'll teach them and 
you both to underſtand. Carry in the Dogs, and 
put them in cloſe Priſon ; let no Body ſee them ex- 
cept an Officer be preſent. 

Exit Soldier leading the Dogs to Priſon. 
G 2 Boy 
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Boy whiſpering. Colonel's Dogs, Sir. 

L. Huff. The Devil's Dogs, Sir! I ſay, If the 
beſt Colonel in the Army were a Dog, and hunted 
contrary to my Proclamation, he ſhould find no 
better Treatment. Go, Sirrah, tell the Colonel I 
have catch'd his Dogs hunting within two Miles of 
the Town, contrary to my Commands, and have 
laid them in Priſon till he find Surety for their bet- 
ter Behaviour. What! from your Poſt, you Son 
of a Whore! 

Enter a Soldier, Huffy whips him. 

Sol. An't pleaſe your Lordſhip, the little Dog 
has broke the Window, and eſcap'd through the 
Grate. 

L. Hug. You Villain, purſue him! raiſe the Huy 
and Cry. If you get him not back, I'll cauſe ſhoot 
you for your Neglect: Damn'd Cur, break the 
King's Priſon! What, you Raſcal, loitering ! pur- 
ſue ! make haſte ! | 


[Exit Huffy, whipping the Soldier. 


ACTI W. SCENE N. 


The Parhament-Cloſe. 

Enter Will. and Frank diſcourſing, People paſſing by. 
Fra, I Cannot bear the Thoughts of this Diſguiſe, 
rid me of it, dear Vll. if it be poſſible; 
gad I'd almoſt rather loſe my ne-] Miſtris, than be be- 
holden to Lying, Diſſimulation, Sighing, a double- 
neck d Cloke, the Covenant and Confeſſion of Faith, 
for her. 

Will. Tt muſt be; Two thouſand Pounds, and a 
handſome young Lady——The End's pleaſant, tho' 
the Means be rough and odd.—But look you there. 

Fra. Faith that Fellow looks well. 5 

| 7 
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IWill. Indeed you have taken the beſt Proſpect of 
him at firſt: Gad he looks big, as if he had a Mind 
to do ſomething, when the Man has no more ill 
Meaning than the ſillieſt Cobler in Town. Gad 
he'll bluſter, make a Noiſe, tell it muſt be fo, and it 
muſt be no otherways, and he will 

Fra. And what will he ? Perhaps ſomething of no 
great Import. 

IWill. Why, nothing at all; after a Pauſe or two, 
three or four Frowns, a long Declaration of his 
Interelt in the Peerage, and his Concern for the 
Good of the Nation, he fits down and tells he's ſa- 
tished, and will (ay no more. In ſhort, no Party 
could ever ſix him, no Favour oblige him, no State 
of Life content him; he's exactly like a Lady's 
pet Dog, who ſnarls at every Thing, but can bite 
nothing, except you thruſt your Hand into its 
Mouth. | 

Fra. Or like an old Leacher, whoſe Tongue's the 
unrulieſt Member about him. 

l. Ay, a State Hettor, with the Spirit of a Chic- 
ken, who has been all his Life ſtrutting and bawl- 
ing ag1inſt Courtiers and Favourites, and yet each 
of them, from the highelt to the loweſt, has trampled 
and piſs'd upon him; his whole Honour lies in his 
Title and Blazon ; his Loyalty, as well as his Reli- 
gion, is compounded of his own Want of all Prin- 


ciples, and his Lady's Whigry ; he talks highly of 


his Country, but never did it any other Service, 
than to help to put it into Confuſion, to ſerve his 
own inſatiable Avarice, which is the only Thing in 
the World he is conſtant to. If God and the De- 
vil were perfonally in Competition for the Govern- 
ment, a hundred Pounds of Odds carries him to either 
Side ; and I doubt not, if he had been an Apoſtle, 
he had underſold F:4as. He's no Man's F os and 


every Man's, and yet no Man's Foe: In ſhort, he's 
a blazing nothing, and below Hiſtory.— 80 let him 
go there. 


G 3 Fra. 
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Fra. I perceive, Will. thou art pretty free in thy 
Deſcriptions. Prithee, what's he that ſeems to look 
every Way, and yet no Way? He turns about ſo 
ſuddenly, as if he thought the Devil at his Heels. 

Will. Conſider him now, Frank, thou mayſt look 
as many Ways as he ſeems to do, and travel as far 
as he hath done, ere you find out ſuch another, 
Before his Country was curs'd to have him for a Ma- 
giſtrate and a Stateſman, he paſt for a pleaſant Sort 
of a whoring, painting, talking, fiddling, lewd Fel- 
low; and a Hero of Fighting, Fineneſs and Belles 
Lettres But he hath made ſuch a damn'd Figure 
ſince he was dreſs'd in Scarlet and Ermine, that a 
Body wou'd think he had een conjured up the good 
old Gentleman of Hell hiniſelf to judge of our Lives 
and Fortunes. 

Fra. Isn't this the mighty Fop, who made a long 
edantick Speech againſt his Prodeceiſors, and in 
raiſe of himſelf, about Shelves, and fplitting and 

adding of Grain-weights to the Balance of Equi- 
ty, and all that I remember to have ſeen the 
Speech abroad. 

Will. Ay, but there is a Difference betwixt Pe- 
dantry and Madneſs; he'll tell you now that the 
Government cannot thrive, becauſe it is not bloody 
enough; he's mad at Witneſſes that will not damn 
e to deſtroy the Pannel; and, ſitting grave- 
ly in his Robes, he'll tell you, (in Mockery of all 
Laws and Government) That a good Sword, and a 
ſtout Heart, is e' en a Lawyer's or a Pleader's belt 
Security. 

Fra. Then, methinks, Will. We have got our Lives 
and Properties as well ſecured as if we were in old 
Thomas Malimsburie's State of Nature. But, hark 

e! Who is it that comes there, with theſe greaſy 
cut-finger'd Gloves, Staff, and Cravat-ſtring, which 
before the happy Revolution has been of Scarlet. 
—— | proteſt to God, my old fanatick K 
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But, ha! his Mouth's gone to one Side, I think, ſince 
I had the Honour to ſee him. 

Will. A Saint, i'faith, as free of worldly Wiſdom 
as any that ever dyed a Kalendar. Gad, he hath not 
ſo much Wit as to diſſemble. Aſk Juſtice of him, 
he'll tell he's ſworn to the contrary. Pray God 
ſave you from his Pocket; he bas as much there as 
wou'd keep the Hangman in Employment theſe 
twelve Months, at the Rate of three Curates and 
as many Jacobites a-day: His Mouth, you ſee, fol- 
lowed his Words in Queſt of the Meaning, but is 
now on its Return to its proper Place, deſpairing to 
find it. That Staff is a great Pillar of the true 
Kirk, and his Arſe is more able to ſupport it than 
his Head ! He has juſt as much Mother-wit as fits 
him to be a Provoſt of a Town of twenty Shillings 
of Common-good ; as much Religion as is neceſlary 
for a Lay-elder; as much Courage as he may look 
on a Snail's Horns without fainting; as much Lear- 
ning as to make Duty plain ; as much Honeſty as 
is required in a Member of our preſent Privy-Coun- 
cil; and, finally, Beloved, as much Grace as is 
needful in ene Reformer, with no more Eſtate 
than can be reaſonably expected in a Preſbyterian 
Peer, and can ſecure him from the Hazard of For- 
feiture the next Revolution. 

Fra. Hold! Hold ! Too much of him, he's 
below the Dignity of Conſideration. Bleſs me! 
What for a Girtn Monſters this comes crawling 
out of that Coach there? He looks as if he were in 
great Perplexity, like ſome Under-clerk's ſecond 
Man bearing a Burden of Informations. 

Will. That's the Spawn of a Nobleman, a true 


Type of the Body politick; you fee how con- 


foundedly his Head fits, and thoſe Excreſcences re- 
preſent the Kirk, that deforms and burdens the 
State extremely : The Pillars of both, you ſee, are 
marvellouſly weak and crooked; that's the Cove- 
nant on his Breaſt, and in one of the Bunches 8 
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his Back there's the Confeſſion of Faith; and in the 
other, Calvin's Book to prove Jure gladii corrcendos 
eſſe hareticos. If he has little of human Shape, he 
has as little of human Nature, and 'tis impoſſible to 
tell whether his Body or Mind be moſt deformed ; 
he breathes Stink, ſpits Venom, ſpeaks Vengeance 
and Cruelty, and begets Monſters. In ſhort, there 
„ en like him but the reſt of his own Kin- 
red. ; 

Fra. Reſt ! Good God ! Can there 
be more than one of theſe Creatures in oae Nation at 

once ? 

Will. Faith, there's a whole Family of them, 
Frank ; and I'll tell thee more, they are the Rulers 
and Governors of this ancient Kingdom. 

Fra. Ancient. ann it for an old 
Monſter of a Kinglom! To be rule by Monkies and 
Moaſters : Gad, that's to burleſque Government, and 
affront human Kind to all Intents and Purpoſes, to 
make them Governors. 

Will. Thou groweſt angry, I think, Frank; and 
therefore no more of thoſe Caterpillars. — Come 
along, and take a View of this old wry-necked Fel- 
low with the frauduleat Countenance. 

Fra. Another Pillar of the Government, I'll war- 
rant you ! I ſhall not fay if this Government be a- 
gainſt God, but I'm ſure 'tis againſt Nature. 

Will. That's a true-blue Rogue as ever piſs'd, 
whoſe Conſcience is as much awry as his Head is; 
he has as much Senſe and Philoſophy as to make 
himſelf a Fool in Print ; as much Honeſty as makes 
him a Whig and a Rebel; and as much Law and Ju- 
ſtice, as from one Deciſion to give Occaſion for ſe- 
ven new ones. He hath begot a Generation whoſe 
Legitimacy none queltions, they have ſo many 
Marks of the Father, and fo true a weſtern Brood, 
that, if they live, they'll be Old Sir Harries; every 
one of them hath his Turn of Petſhip; and he's 
ſo careful to have unjuſt Gain carefully diſtributed 

among 
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among them, that, at leaſt in ſome Caſe, he's ſor 
uum cuigue, Cc. Thou ſeeſt he's a freſh vigorous 
old Fellow, and perhaps may live to be hang'd yet. 

Fra. Theſe are. Gentlemen of the long Robe too; 
they are your new Lords of the Seſſion, Ill warrant 
ou. | 

Will. Ay, they are new Judges all over, and No- 
vices too; many of them neither know nor care 
for the old Laws and Conſtitutions of this King- 
dom ; and for the new ones, they make any Thing 
of them they pleaſe. They are the ſtrangeſt mix'd 
Multitude that ever was ſeen; ſome of them are 
Presbyterians, ſome Epiſcopals, and moſt of them 
have no Religion at all. 

Fra. But they mult profeſs to be Presbyterians.— 

Will. Yes, that they do, and would proteſs 
any Thing for their Intereſts. Lying, Cheating, 
and Rebellion are hereditary to many of them, and 
fall as naturally to their Share, as the Name they 
bear, or their Father's Eſtate : Some of their Names 
make a preater Figure in the Regiſters of the Kirk, 
than in the Records of the State ; for publick Adul- 
teries are now become the Mark of a true Reformer ; 
and they who invade other Mens Properties, are 
thought the only fit Men to ſecure ours: Seeſt thou 
that dark, gloomy-ey'd Fellow with the wooden 
Leg? He may be called a crooked Juſtice, indeed, 
for his Mind is as deformed as his Body; he's a 
true Emblem of the whole Bench. In ſhort, Sir, 
that Judicature, which was ſo famous for Jultice 
and Literature, when you went abroad, is now 
patch'd up of a Pack of Country Lairds, and old 
ſenſeleſs, greedy, covetous Clerks, with two or three 
pick'd Advocates, who are purely led by their Inte- 
reſt and Humour : Many of them have not the 
Knowledge to adminiſtrate Juſtice, and they have 
all of them taken the Aſſurance, and ſworn againſt 
It. 

Fra. But yonder a ſerious Cabal. 


Will. 
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Will. Yes, about their laſt Night's Intrigue, or 
promng a Whore or ſo. Theſe are zealous Re- 
ormers, i'faith ! Baſe, Roiniſh, Popiſh Jades; there's 
nothing for them, but a ſighing Siſter, a groaning, 
godly, Preſbyterian Sweet-ſinger, (Whore in Engliſh) 
that's their good old Cauſe, i'faith. One of them is 
the ſtrangeſt Mongrel 'twixt a Brute and a Man that 
can be; he neither ſpeaks nor thinks, and, were it 
not for his iong Wig, Hat and black Coat, he might 
paſs for a Horſe i' the Grafs- Market. He has ſome- 
thing of human Shape, but nothing of human Reaſon, 
They never plot above lying with their Chamber- 
lains Wives, or picking up a Street-whore, in caſe 
of Neceſſity. 

Fra. And who are theſe, Vill? Gad, thou art 
mighty good at Ep'thets this Morning. 

Vill. That's a Pack of Jacebiti/h Williamites, the 
ſtrangelt Monſters in the Kingdom, having Ja- 
covitzs Hearts, and W:{liamites Hands: Facobites 
Heads and 1Vi//iamites Tongues : They are juſt now 
rewarding the Favours done them by King James, 
on his dutiful Son and lawful Succeſſor King William: 
They, on the other Side, are to reſtore King James; 
Gad, they'll drink his Health, in Contempt of the 
Government, if they ſhould be hang'd for it, but ne- 
ver made a tarther Plot to reſtore him, than to write 
a myſtical Letter, drop ſome ambiguous Words, 
without either Senſe or Meaning ; are ſnap'd up, 
give Caution, take an Oath or two, and eſcape; and 
all this Suffering for their King: In faith they're good 
for nothing, but to be Noblemen, and to bear the 
Titles of Duke, Marquis, Earl, Viſcount, Lord, Cc. 

Fra. Can't thou tell me who are theſe with the 
Papers in one of their Hands! 

ill. Faith, Sir, that's a Parcel of People that are 
neither Milliamites nor Tacobites, and yet wou'd be 
thought mighty with both. Gad, that's the Claim 
of Right in one of their Hands; they love mightily 
to be ſuſpected, and rather than fail of this, they 

plot 


Vvou'd e' er have looked their Enemies i' the Face 
There's a young empty fluttering Spark of two and 
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plot and reveal. Tell them any Thing, and you 
may as well placade it upon the Croſs. They are a 
Company of diſcontented Blockheads at beſt, with 
no more Models in their Heads, than ſome of them 
have thouſand Merks. 

Fra. Gad, I never ſaw ſuch a Congregation of 
Knaves and Fools all my Life. I'm damnably wea- 
ried of this publick Exchange; and, beſides, I migh- 
tily long for Laura. Prithee let's be gone, and, as 
we walk along this Mob of Politicians, give me a 
Hint of the moſt remarkable of them. 

Will. Then, in the firſt Place, there's a Calf in 
human Shape ; a long North-Quintra feel young 
Nobleman, who hath no more Senſe than to be gree- 
dy and troubleſome, and no more Courage than he 
hath Wit and Diſcretion. After he was ſhamefully 
chac'd weeping from his own Country, he went to 
London, and, ſince he came down, hath got a Decla- 
ration that he hath not a Pox; but 'tis thought he 
ſtood more in Need of a Teſtimony of his Ability to 
get one. There's a Pack of diſbanded Colonels, 
who raiſed new Regiments to thruſt out their old 
Maſters, and are now mocked by their new Ones : 
There's one of them, too, ſtampt in the Devil's 
Coin ; and none of them ever ſaw, ſome of them 
wou'd never have ſcen, and Devil a one of them 


twenty, created a Hero, and was ſent to dragoon an 
Univerſity to Whigry and Rebellion Here's a 
Colonel fights Duels in Buff; he brought the firſt 
News of Gill:crankie, tho' he was not near the Place, 
and that all his Neighbours were. dead on the Spot, 
tho” they ran away as cowardly as himſelf But, 
take Notice, Frank, here's a Brace of reverend 
ſtarch'd Villains, two new Doctors of Aberdeen re- 
futing the old Ones, and contriving a new Addreſs 
out of Sher/ock's Cale of Allegiance. 


Fra. 
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Fra. Damn them and Sher/ock too! Prieſts of 
all Religions are the ſame! Their Belly's their God, 
and they are Villains from Generation to Generation 
But, faith, 'tis Dinner- time Let us go out; 
gad, this Place ſmells of Treaſon and Infidelity 
*** beſpeak the Curate that lives next Door to the 

ies. ; 

Will. And I am ſure the Clothes are ready. 

[ Exeunt, 
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ACT. v. SCENE I. 


The Croſs, People walking. 


Novel and Viſioner meet. 


Vil. Ood morrow, Mr. Novel, I'll warrant, you 

'S have not heard, or (which is all one) 
do not believe, about the late Battle in Flanders, 
where the French King is routed to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, and the Dauphin taken. 

Nov. O God! Inſupportable Impudence ! cju 
contrarium eſt verum. 

Viſ. It is ſo true, upon my Honeſty, that the Dau- 
phin is to be ſent over to his godly Wiſdom, Mr. 
Salathiel, to be bred Proteſtant; he is the fitteſt 
Maſter for a young Prince It had been much for 
the Proteſtant Intereſt that he had bred the preſent 
Tyrant of France. 

Nov. Methinks 'we ſhould not have had ſuch a 
formidable Enemy of him. The Dauphin is hap- 
Py in this, that he hath learn'd his Latin ere he 
came, for I'm perſuaded that he ſhould have been 
in an ill road for it under the Tutory of Mr. Sala- 
thiel, who is as profefs'd an Enemy to poor Pri/ci- 
an (gad ha' Mercy on him) as he is to King James, 
and hath no true Latin to himſelf, Fi 

He 
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Viſ. No Latin! Why, that's a Miſtake ; Did you 
not hear him repeat an Oration, Half an Hour long, 
all Greek and Latin, in troth, t'other Day ? 

Nov. All the Latin and Senſe in it might have 
been ſaid in a much ſhorter Space; there was never 
a Sentence of Roman Latin in it. 

Viſ. Roman Latin] quotha———1I knew where I 
ſhou'd find you! A rare Thing ! A Preſbyterian Pro- 
teſtant Man ſpeak filthy Roman Popiſh Latin, the 
Language of the Whore ! I have that Charity for 
Mr. Salathiel, that you might as ſoon induce him to 
hear Maſs, as to ſpeak Roman Popiſh Latin. 

Nov. I ſay, that's barbarous Ignorance ; i'gad, 
thou underſtandeſt not, I mean ſuch Latin as the an- 
cient Romans ſpoke. | 

Viſ. Still worſe: That's Pagan Latin. That's 
my Poſition, that a Preſbyterian ought to ſpeak Preſ- 
byterian Latin, and there ſhould be an Act of the 
Aſſembly againſt all Roman Latin. I hope in God 
to hear none of it ſpoke till King James comes home 
again, which God, for his own Glory, will never 
permit, 

Nov. Who can endure this? What think you of 
this Latin? Si aliquus virus colebit falſum Deum, [ee 
derum Deum ut non preſcriptum eſt, iſte virus eſt 
guiltus idolatriæ. 

1 Viſ. Well, that may be good enough Presbyterian 
atin, | 

Nov. Demme! Si aliquus virus ſpeaks 
ſuch Latin, iſle virus ſhould be hang' d. But, what 
think you of Biblia poteſt apprehend: mediis extraor- 
dinaribus et ſupernaturalibus? 

Viſ. Why, that's eaſily underſtood : Biblia, the 
Bible, poteſt apprehendi, can be apprehended, cum me- 
diis extraordinaribus et ſupernaturalibus, with ſuper- 
natural and extraordinary Means. It was ay good 
Latin that runs ſmooth, and ſounds well I muſt 
tell you plainly, that he's a diſcreet, learn'd, wor- 
thy Geatleman, and has 7 much Wit as 7 
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a whole Convention. I hope in God to ſee them 
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+ Nov. ——1 muſt tell yon, he hath much original» 
actual, and habitual Folly; he looks as if he had not 
overcome the Fright of the late Perſecution ; or as if 
he had been dry'd ſeven Years at the Devil's Kitchen- 
fixe; he ſpeaks like a Nurſe counterfeiting a Bogle 
to affright an ill-conditioned Child; he walks as a 
Night-gholt, or as if he was afraid, at every Step, of 


the Judgment of his Forefathers, Korah, Dathan, and 


AJiram ; and, in tine, he thinks none at all. 
Viſ. — All danm'd Lies and Calumnies,— 
Nov. —— All true ſtories, i'faith; he'll make a 


Seech about media vox, ſyncategorematical Arguing, 


a id ſuch bombaſt Words, that he as little under- 
ſtands as you do the Confeſſion of Faith, This he 
thinks ſufficient Plea for the Reputation of a learn'd 
Author. He not only plagues People to hear his 
Nonſenſe, but has ſpoil d much good Paper in his 
Time, that might have been employed, in wiping you 
know what, to much better Purpoſe ; and all this 
out of no other Deſign, ſave to write what he nei- 
ther cares for nor knows, ſo it be againſt ſome Book 
of Credit, and ſome Author of Renown. 

Viſ. ———Theſc are all but falſe Reports and Slan- 
ders of the Malignants, for he's a grave, wiſe, and 

udent Man; and, to juſtify what I fay, conſider 
bot the Government of the College. 

Nov. Which is no Government at all, i'gad; I 


ſhall ſwear tis no arbitrary one; there's nothing 


done there, i faith, without the Conſent of the People. 

Viſ. people! ſay you — They are nothing — 
a Parcel of rambling, miſpuided Youths, miſled by 
malignant Maſters, and I fear they have got a weep 


Wamp already ; and, if it had not been for the Wif- 


dom of Mr. Salathiel, I think moſt of the Scholars 
might have been chang'd as well as the Maſters. 

Nov. They are fine young Gentlemen, the Flower 
of the Nobility and Gentry ; the Hope of the ſink- 
ing State; they have more Senſe and Diſcretion than 


have 


like fo many ] 
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have as much Power in the Kirk and State, as they 
have now in the College Then you Dog! 

Viſ. Then J and 42 perſuaſion will be forced 
to leave the Kingdom ; for I'm ſure they have ſe- 
veral Times huff'd and hiſs'd us out of the College 
eſuits. I always found the old Ma- 
ſters could have hindred theſe Aﬀronts by their Au- 
thority, but now 1 muſt confeſs we are ina worſe 
Condition than ever, for I ſee the new Ones can- 
not. 

Nov. Neither, indeed, they can—and 'tis no 
Wonder. What young Man of Senſe would obey 
Maſters who want Ability to teach, Wit to govern, 
and Honeſty to be Examples and Patterns? There 
are few Youths in the College who have not more 
Latin than their Primar,. and more Mathematicks 
and Philoſophy than their Regents, who know no- 


thing but metaphylical Jargon, and little of that 


to. 

Viſ. There were truly never ſo many Uproars and 
Tumults in the College as this Year, ſuch as Bon- 
fires making, Windows breaking, &c. 

Nov. And good Reaſon for that. They ſcurvi- 
ly thruſt out the old Maſters, who had Senſe to over- 
rule the Students with Prudence and Diſcretion : 
The Government might as well have ſent a Mountc- 
bank to the College, as that old Fop, Mr. Salathiel, 
to play the Foob to the Boys. But, faith, I think 
I have lighted on't ——Wou'd you know the Rea- 
fon why the Government has made the Reverend Mr. 
Salathiel Primar? 

«5 What! I think I know it as well as any pu- 
ny Tory 


Nov. Damn you for a rotten Whig! I ſhall 
tell you the true Reaſon: *Tis to be even with 
Bolds for abuling them; they have ſet up an Auti- 
bl, that's /irenna ſirenue oppoſita ; and for every 
Boy of 2 Bolde's, Mr. Salathiel will have twenty; 
that's Zola; encrvated, i'gad. 
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Vi/. That's but the Effect of the Inſolence of the 
Students, that muſt be tam'd. 

Nov. Inſolence *tis not, for they uſe it frquent- 
Iy: *Tis as familiar to them now to play the Fool 
with the Primar, as it was before to play with their 
Porters. They perſecute him moſt unmercifully, and 
hunt him and his Divines from Chamber to Cham- 
ber, like the Diſſolution of a fanatical Convention, 
or a Terrier hunting a Fox and his Puppies. 

Viſ. Tis better to go to a private Chamber, than 
be abus d by a Number of extravagant, inſolent, 
mathematical Atheiſts, 

Nov. Juſt contrary ; for all are Atheiſts except 

Mathematicians. 
Viſ. O intolerable Impudence! Shew me a Ma- 
thematician among a Hundred that cares for the 
Confeſhon of Faith? I'm told that the firſt Propo- 
ſition of Fuclid is to prove that the World is eter- 
nal; and the ſecond, that there is not a God: Be- 
ſides, one mult have a Compact with the Devil ere 
he can underſtand them. I put it to the Trial, and 
upon my Hon I cou'd not learn to ſpeak one 
Word of them ; fo I really believe 'tis true. 

Nov. Gad, that's the Height of Ignorance, and de- 
ſerves not an Anſwer But, as touching the wor- 
thy Primar; his Folly is like a Sore in an old Horie, 
cure it in one Place and'twill break out in another. 
He's now upon a Project for making a German Ran- 
dy-beggar extraordinary Profeſſor of Theology. 

' Vi}. I muſt confeſs I was againſt that, my Reaſon 
is, we mult be rid of Mathematicks. Now, I would 
not willingly diſoblige a Man that can raiſe the De- 
vil; fo Pm clear the preſent Profeſſor of Mathema- 
ticks be made Profeſſor of Theology. There 
comes Hu. 


Enter Lord Huffy. 
My Lord, this is the malignant News-monger 
I told your Lordfhup of. [Aſide to Hutty. 
L. Huf. 
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L. Huff. Mr. Novel, I'm inform'd you get rebel- 
lious News ſent or wrote to you, which ye vent 
through the Town. 

Nov. Your Lordſhip's miſinform'd. 

Viſ. Upon my yr by my Lord, he told me he 
had it from a good Hand, that the King of France 
had 50,000 Men in Arms, (God fave us!) enough 
to cut all our Throats. 

L. Huff. Well, Mr. Novel, T1 warn you to take 
Notice, if ye either hear, relate, or believe any Sto- 
ries contrary to the civil or eceleſiaſtical Govern 
ment, you'll be lodged in a certain Place that ſhall 
nameleſs, and your News both; let me tell you 
that. 

Nov. I aſſure your Lordſhip I ſhall neither hear 
nor believe any. Fhing that may offend your Lord- 
ſhip. [Exit Huffy] Impriſon me! Go and im- 
priſon your Colonel's Dogs! Ay, Viſioner, the 
Colonel you cur'd of a dangerous Clap laſt Year, 
he's advanc'd, i'faith, to be Commander in Chief, 
for murdering three or four of the Women and Bag- 
gage-boys. Gad, he has ſcarcely ſo much Senſe as 
yourſelf. 

Viſ. But his Dogs, being (as you know) Dogs of 
the Government, ought to have given good Ex- 
ample. 

Nov.. But I'll make you an Example for a Rogue, 
to be an Informer againſt honeſt Men. Take the 
Wages you deſerve. [Kicks bim again and again} 
And ſo farewell for ever. 

Viſ. Let me be burnt for a Witch if ever I do 
the like again. [Exeunt. 
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"ACT v. SCENE A 
ae Old Lady's Lodgings. 


Frank aud Will. dreſt up lite fanatick Miniſters, wall. 
ing in the Hall. | 


Will. ? Is a ſtrange Metamorphoſis } I'm ſure 
_ tis next to that of Jupiter's turning 
himſelf into a Town-bull. But that's all 4 Mat- 
ter; the Ladies aſſure us tis the only Way to do 
Buſineſs, Frank. | 

Fra. Ay, and a ſuccefsfut one, too, I'll warrant ; 
Gad 'twill be as powerful as when Jupiter turn'd 
himſelf into a golden Shower. The ſweet god] 
Ladies cannot reſiſt the Charms of that black Vel. 
yet-neck, and that ſneaking Mean, more than other 
| Maids can the Tinkling of a Guinea. 

Will. Methinks 1 begin to turn Fanatick all over; 
I could rail moſt deviliſhly at Antichriſt, the Whore 
of Balylon, and the Government; curfe Prelacy, 
ſolve Cafes of Conſcience, devour Pigeon- pyes, and 
gulp whole Bowls of Sack. 
| Era. For my own Part, I'm much afraid we miſ- 
behave; we might have had ſome Time to have ac- 
ted our Parts, ere we had ventured on the Theatre. 

Vill. Then 1 give thee my ſincere Advice thus: 
Fir/t, Thou mult forbear that 3 Mein. adly, 
Beloved, thou muſt baniſh far from thee all French 
Faſhions and Phraſes. And, 3dly, thou muſt mor- 
tify all thy corrupt Inclinations to ſpeak Senſe, 
athly, Thy Tone muſt be grave and affected, every 
Syllable produc'd to the Length of a Breve, or a 
Semi-breve, at leaſt; thou muſt weary the Company 
ere they catch thee at the End of a Period, and 
then be ſure they find no Senſe at all. 5%, Lie 

M- 


* 
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inceſſantly, but ſwear none. 65 and Wi. Belov- 
h 


ed, eat Capons and Chick-pyes as thou come 
from the Siege of Jeruſalem. 

Fra, 1 mal obferve your Inſtructions as far as I 
can, but I'm mighty diſtruſtful of my Gifts that 
. Rachel /ooks in, and cries. 

ach. The godly Miniſters, Mother, Maſs John 
and Mr. Samuel, that your Niece invited to Dinner, 
are come! They are the godlieſt, braveſt Men, Mo- 
ther 

Will. Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiphed on 
this Famiy Old Lady runs and bugs them. 

Od La. Welcome to me, Gentlemen, and all your 
Maſter's Men. x 

Fra. We beg your Pardon, Madam; we own ne 
Maſter. 

Old La. — | khow But the Maſter of Maſters. 
—— How could you be ſo long in Town and never 
alk for me? Tho” I ſay it myſelf, I have fed many 
of the Prophets of God in the Days of Tribulation. 
Look ye, in this Preſs were three or four, in 
this Cloſer were honeſt Mr. So/ozzoz and Mr. Covenant. 

[Weeps. 
Glue But your two Nieces, Madam; How are 
ey! 

Will. Pray, hold thy Peace, thou'It certainly ſpoil 
all. | Aſide to Frank. 
O La. You ſhall fee them anon. But look 
Je here, ſuch. a rare Collection of Books I was 

uying. There's Dick/ox's Sermons There's. 
Eleven Points to bind up a Believer's Breeches —— 


 ——- Thete's Beſſie of Lanerk——— There's Samuel 


Rutherford's Letters 
from Heaven And here's Satan's invilible 
World. What think you, Maſs Job, of Sa- 
tan's inviſible World ? 
Wc, Indeed I think tis the beſt Sermon I ever 
rd. 
Cd La. Scrmon, ſay you! 


There's good News 


Will. 


The ASSEMBLY; or 


70 
Will. Every Thing may be called a Sermon, Ma- 


dam, in ſo far as you can get Uſes of Inſtruction 
from it, and all that. 

Old La. There you fay right. 
Bottle of Sack. 

Vill. — —O but 'tis a ſad World this, Maſs John, 
an abominable, curſt, unjuſt, malicious, ill-natur'd 
World! [The Sack goes round. 

Od La. A prying, cenſorious, Soul-ſeducing, Goſ- 
pel-renouncing World! A malignant, backſliding, Co- 
venant-breaking, Miniſter-mocking, a filthy, idola- 
trous, Sabbath-breaking, 2 World.! 
A murdering, whoring, lying, coveting World; *tis 
im a Word, an uncharitable, worldly World. 

Maid. There's a poor Man, Madam, ſays he loſt 
Ris Means by the Welt-country Rabble. 

Cd La. Come you to tell me that, you Baggage! 
Beat him down Stairs. — —— Q, Mr. Samuel, 
tis a troubleſom, beggarly, officious World! A 
vain, a gaudy, a Prayer-ſlighting and Reformation- 
overturning World ! 

Will. Now I can ſay no more; ſhe has run me 
out of Breath; ſhe's a longer Practitioner at this 
Trade than I. [ Afede. 

Cd La. But how comes it Maſs John ſays nothing 

there ? 
Fra. Then I'll tell yon, Madam, tis an abomi- 
nable, whoring, drinking, Reformation-overturning 
World, and all that. 

Old La. That's ſaid already. 


Bring a 


Will. Nay, Madam, you muſt excuſe my Friend 


here, he uſeth to be deep in his Meditations. 
Enter the two Nieces laughing and ſmiling, 
O14 La. ] was juſt going to call you, Nieces. 
Vill. to Violetta.] Is this the Way to uſe the Am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt, to mock us? I expected to have 
ſeen none of this within theſe Walls. 

Od La. Settle me a ſerene Countenance, you im- 
pertinent Jade. — Iou'll laugh in Hell yet. 


Vio. 


o. 


to infuſe the beſt we can. 
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Vio. Indeed no, Madam, we'll weep there. 
Old La. I recommend you to the Care of theſe 


two reverend Gentlemen. They are to infuſe into 


you good and wholeſome Principles. 
Fra. Indeed, Madam, we ſhall do our Endeavour 


[Offers to lead off Laura. 
01d La. Nay, ſtay Sir! Since we are here, we ſhall 
call the Servants together. You muſt ſpeak a 
Word: Our Ordinary is in the Revelation, about 
the Beaſt with the ſeven Heads and ten Horns.— 

Bring the great Bible and the Pſalm Book here ! 
. [ Maid brings them. 


Fra. Lord, how I ſweat and tremble ! This is 


the worſt of all ! God damn him brought me into 
this Premunire ! Would I were fairly looſe of this 
new Character! I make a Vow never to try the Ex- 
periment again. [Aſide. Indeed, Madam, my Bro- 
ther, Mr. Samuel, is much better gifted that Way. 

Will. Not I, Madam! Beſides, he's the elder Bro- 
ther, or Miniſter, and ought to have Place. 

Od La. That's nothing; I have known frequent- 
ly young Miniſters better at Family-exerciſe than 
the eld. Indeed, for a Caſe of Conſcience, or ſo, 
I think the old ſhould be conſulted. 

Fill. But, Madam, if it be about Horns, there's 
this farther Reaſon for it; my Brother, Maſs John, 
there, underſtands the Buſineſs of Horns better than 
any Man this Day in the Church of Scot/and 
Indeed he hath a Piece in the Preſs relating to Horns. 
Fra. God damn thee! When ? | 

[The Old Lady ſtarts. 

Will. He's telling the Oath, Madam, we heard a 
Curate ſwear as we were coming up Stairs — I believe 
he was drunk too —— But Cod 3 him (blelſed be 
his holy Name) was at every Word. 

Old La. Ay, indeed theſe Curates are a profane, 

dleſs Generation But I pray you go on, Sir ; 
we ſhall keep back Dinner for an Hour, or ſo. - 

ra. 
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Fra. O Lord! O Lord! What ſhall I do? I'm 
reſolv'd I'll run for't, and leave that Raſcal in the 
Lurch — There's the Difadvantage of the Want of 
Divinity, now ! If Thad but learn'd the Who made Mam 
by Heart, it might have lent me a dead Lift at this 


pinching Occaſion. [ Aſide, 
O La. Perhaps you do not uſe to exerciſe ſtand- 


ing! Sit down, Sir. 

Vio. The Gentleman looks as if he were indiſ- 
— Madam; I would have you forbear't at this 

ime, 

Old La. Peace, you Baggage! I know you have 
an Averſion to every Thing that's ſerious 
Ering a Bottle of Sack ! | 

She throws up the Bible, (the Glaſs goes round) 
Frank /voks aultward!y to it, aud ſays, 


Fra. — Ten Horns, ſay you ? I ſay that Bible's | 


Jane wrong; the old Tranſlation hath more than 
twenty Heads and forty Horns, and I know not how 
tmny Crowns, and all that. [Throws the Bible fron: 
him ; ſhakes bis Fift at Will. } ——- Well, Sir, if! 
de not reveny'd on you for this 
Lau. How I pity him! He's engag'd too far in 
my Service to defert him now in his Extremity ; III 
try my Invention —Pox on't! methinks it is not 
true, that a Woman can frame an Excuſe ere ſhe put 
ber Hand to her Apron-ſtrings LI fay the Din- 
ner will be ſpoil'd; but that won't do, for ſhe'd ra- 
ther Faſt than want a Lecture. I'll counterfeit my- 
ſelf fick ; but then he muſt pray, that's wor | 
ide, 
Old La. I thought, Sir, this had been of the beſt 
Edition, but Pim reſolv'd I'll have one of the old 
Verſion, for l always thought Antichriſt ſhould have 
more Horns than ten: But we'll take ſome other 


Place firſt that's right; or ſend for your own Bible, 


H you pleaſe. 


this Day. 
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Lau. Stay! I have it! [ Aſide.] Madam, I think 
the Lecture ſhould be about St. Peter's Keys, for this 
is his Day---Shew me the Bible! 

Old La. Oh! Damnable and abominable ! naming 
Saints Days here! [She faints. 

Vis. Would St. Peter were here to raiſe her from 
the Dea !---.Till he come, Maid, bring the Bottle 
of Cinnamon water in the farther End of the Preſs... 
[They pour ſomething in her Mouth ; ſhe recovers, 

01d La. Stand off! ſtand off! let me get a little 
Air! See there be no Lecture here this Day. 

Fra. Indeed, Madam, I was nigh the Point of 
fainting too; and now, when [ right remember, this 
is not only St. Peter's Day, but St. Matthew's, St. 
Andrew's, and St. 2 too: I wou'd be ſooner 
burnt at a Stake, than lecture in a private Family 


Enter Mr. Solomon. 

Sel. I'm &en come to inquire if the oft talk'd-of 
Match betwixt your Nieces and the Lord holds ? 

Fra. Still worſe! Then it ſeems we have Rivals, 
and a Lord, , { Aſide to Will. 

01d La. It will fail on their Side if it do not; for 
I am ſure the Banns are proclaimed long ſince. 

Sol. Indeed, Madam, I'm come to tel} you, in my 
Maſter's Name, he's well pleas'd to marry them ; 


he hath fill'd up the Blanks of the Contract with his 


own Hand, but he will not put on the Ring, and 
ſay Amen, to an Imagination. 
Fra. All Myſteries | And will one Man marry them 


both? He'll have enough to do, i' faith, 


[ Aſide to Will. 

Will. Dull and inſenfible ! Thou doſt not under- 
ſtand. Can'ſt thou never learn to diſtinguiſh tw ixt 
theſe People's Meaning and their Words ? The Senſe 


lis ſpiritual, I aſſure you, tho' the Words be carnal. 


[Te Frank aſide. 


Fra. 
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Fra. Pox take em! Muſt a Man travel as far as 
the third Heavens to catch their Meaning? After 
this I ſhall be ſo wiſe as to hold my Peace, at leaſt. 

Enter Mr. Covenant, 
' Cov. I'm e'en come to take a Part of your Dinner, 
Madam, and to aſk if the Ship be come yet ? 

Fra. Who the Devil can gueſs that? My Life 
on't that's ſomething about Noah's Ark, or St. Paul's 
_ [ Aſide. 

ov. If ſhe be not come, ye may expect her ſhort- 
ly, for ſhe ſet Sail from Heaven loaded with golden 
Comforts for yourſelf and Family. [ Mr, Solomon 


and Mr. Covenant look to Frank and Will. and 


pull the Old Lady into a Clo/*t. 

Fra. to Lau. ] Now, my Dear, I hope you are ſa- 
tisfied as to my Obedience; gad, I'd rather courted 
you in a civil Way theſe twelve Months. 

Lau. Methinks that Garb becomes you well. Faith, 
Sir, you're an excellent Divine. Pray one Word 
about Horns. 

Will. No Time to de loſt, Madam ; reſolve and gs 
with us; there's a Curate dwells next Door, and gad 
our —_— will conduct you down Stairs undiſco- 
vered. | 

Lio. Laura, tis een beſt to be reſolute What 
think'ſt thou? May we trult ourſelves to theſe reve- 
rend Sparks ? 


Fra. Gad, we'll deal moſt diſcreetly and reverent- | 


ly with you! For, firſt, let us go to the Curate's 
Houſe, and after he has mumbled over the Matri- 
mony, ye have no more to ſay, I hope. 
Lau. Lead on then, Siſter ; you're eldeſt ; I'll fol- 
low ſtoutly. 
[LA Will. leading Violetta, and Frank Laura, 
are going towards the Stair, they meet Lord 
Hufly, who juſt les Frank. roy 
Huff. Zounds, Sir, no Reſpect to a Man of my 
Quality! Why, Sir, not craving Pardon either! 
Fra. No great Offence, Sir; I forgive you. 
Huff. 
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Hu. 'Sblood! you forgive me! I'll teach 
you Brecding. 92 to beat Frank. 
Fra. Faith you'll find me a good enough Scholar 
at this Trade. Ely! fly! Man! run away from 
this Scholar Gad I thought he ſhould once 
have run over us. | | — 9 
[Frank /ets fall his Cloke, and kicks him over the 

. Stair, and looks after; then takes up his Cloke, 

and is putting it on the wrong Side outmoſt, 

while Will. ſays] 3 

Will. No body needs to fear his Wrath, ſave La- 
dies, Boatmen, Hirers and Dogs; or any Thing that 
can take a Beating patiently. However, he's more 
than a Gentleman, faith ! (as he told a Lady when 
he beat her) He's a Nobleman! I'll warrant we ſhalb 
have twenty Lacqueys juſt now about our Ears. 

Fra. If they be not better Metal than their Ma- 
ſter, tis no great Matter. ok 

Vio. Gad, Sir, you're a Turncoat ! the wrong 
Side of your Cloath is outmoſt. 

Fra. Then, at leaſt, I have one Quality of a Preſ- 
byterian Miniſter. But it matters not, we have not 
far to go. | 

Enter Old Lady, Mr. Solomon, and 
Mr. Covenant. 

Cov. We never knew them; yet, perhaps, they 

are come over to work in his Vineyard, for the 


. 


Work is great, and the Labourers few. 


Old La. Where are they one? Laure, Violetta, 

ſs John, Mr. Samuel! All gone! 
* Enter Maid. 

Maid. Whom wou'd your Ladyſhip have? 

Old La. My Nieces ! ſaw you them! 

Maid. They deſired me to tell your Ladyſhip they 
are gone down every one of them to get a Covenant 


from the Miniſter, and they'll both be inſtantly back 
again. 


I Cld La. 


[ Exeunt. 


To 
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Old La. Go, ſee where they are! I do not like 
this — But, Mr. Soſomon, What was it you was to 
tell me about Maſs James:? | 
Sol. Not much, Madam, only I think it conveni- 
ent he marry your Daughter Rachel, for I fear there 
has been foul Play ; but Marriage wil®make all Odds 
Evens. 

Old La. What, my Daughter marry a Dominie ? 
No, Sir; ſhe ſhan't! 3 

ol. Then, Madam, to be plain, ſhe's with Child 
to him, and it muſt be fo. 

Old La. Oh! What hear Il? My Daughter de- 
bauch'd! my Family abus'd ! [Weeps. 
Sol. Hiſt, Madam; let them be made one b 
Marriage, and there's no great Skaith : He's a well- 

gifted Man. 

Od La. Oh! but the Scandal! 

[Wrings her Hands. 

Sol. This will evite both: III ſay I married them 
ſeven or eight Months ago, and there needs no 
more. 

Cov. Good enough; Marriage is but a Ceremony 
as well as Baptiſm. I have known many a good 
Couple do Duty like Man and Wife, that were ne- 
ver married; and good Miniſters, Preachers of God's 
Word, that were never baptized all their Life. 

Sol. I'll call them in Brother! Maſs James / 

Enter Rachel and W ordie. 

Rach. Mother, you forgive me, Do ye not ? 

Old La. Since theſe two godly Men wou'd have it 
ſo, I am content. 

Word. Well, no more Words, Madam; I'm your 
Goodſon ; I hope your Daughter ſhall live as godly 
a Life with me as you or ſhe could with. 

Od La. Pm ſure the has been chriſtianly educat- 
ed, many a good Prayer I have caus'd her ſay, ma- 
ny a good Chapter I heard her read, many a good 
Sermon and Lecture has ſhe heard in her Time. I 
hope they have not been loſt upon her. 

Word. 
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Word. No indeed they. 

Sol. Indeed no, Madam; I ever thought her, well 
inclin'd; ſhe's a conſtant Hearer of Sermons and 
Leftares ; ; I never miſs her from any 

ra I hope I ſhall find the Good of them as long 
as I live. 

Sol. Well, I wiſh God's Bleſſing on the married 
Couple. 

Euter Will. and Frank, leading Violetta and Laura, 
undiſg uiſed. 

Old La. Where have you been, Nieces? And 
where are the Miniſters ? 

Vo. Here they are, Madam: They have cheated 
us, and cauſed us-marry them. 

Old La. Are you married then without my Con- 
ſent ? And am I cheated-under that godly Diſpuiſe ? 
Oh horrid ! [ Pointing to the Miniſters, who ſneak off. 

Will. Yes, Madam; we have done them the Fa- 
vour to rid them of the impertinent Trouble of 
theſe Blockheads. 

Fra. The Ladies think our Family-exerciſe a 
little more pleaſing than the ſenſeleſs Cant they have 
been perſecuted with at your Houſe, Madam. 

d La. Oh! heinous!” Abuling of the Ambaſſa- 
dors of Chriſt, and the Preſbyterian Religion, at 
my Houſe ! Get ye gone, ye Jades, with theſe de- 
bauch'd Raſcals. Let me ſee you no more. 
LExit Old Lady! 

Late. That's no great Matter, Aunt, conſidering 
what we've gain'd by your ſeeing us.—But I'm ſorry 
poor Kache/ thou'd languiſh under the unſupportable 
Burden of a Maidenhead, and no Body to pity her. 

Rach. Spare your Sorrow, Couſin; I think 1 have 
beſtowed mine as well upon my Hufband here, as you 
are like to do yours. [ Pointing at Wordie. 

Lau. A wordy Man, indeed! And are you mar- 
ried to him ? 

Kach. Yes, Half a Year ago. 

12 Mord. 
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Word. Indeed, I have betroth'd her, with her own 
and her Mother's Conſent ; and that I have. 
- Lat.'T believe you have been in Bed together a- 
bout Half a Year ago, indeed: For I was going to 
tel you, that 1 thought your Maidenhead Was bulky 
a little, Couſin. | 
ill. Gad, the old Preſbyterian Lady's ſweet 
young .Daughter is as ſure of the Chaplain, as the 
waiting Woman is of the Valet. But I wiſh 
you much Joy. 
Lau. Methinks they have not wanted that, they 
have antedated it a little. ——But, Coufin, where are 
'your long Speeches . e kiſſing of Men, and ſpeak- 
ing unto them, theſe wicked Cuſtoms ? There has 
been more than kiſſing and ſpeaking here, i'faith. 
Pio. But, come! enough of that! Let us mind 
the Work of the Day. 
Fra. —— And the Work of the Night too. 
Exit Will. leading Violetta, aud Frank, Laura, one 
Way, and Wordy and Rachel, another Way. 


ACT v. SCENE II. 
A Church. 


Moderator, Mr. Salathiel, Mr. Covenant, Mr. 
Turbulent, Mr. Solomon, Ruling Elder, Clerk. 


Mod. Rethren, we are again re-aſſembled about 
his own Work; I hope ye will not wea- 
ry: *Tis all our Intereſts to make a clean Houſe of 
the Curates, and you will be on the Wings of the 
Prayers of the Flower of the Godly in Scotland. 
My Lord Whigridden has ſent me his Excule ; for 
as he was coming, he was call'd to the Privy-Coun- 
cil, to conſider of a Letter is ſent by his Majeſty in 
reference to our Affairs. | 
Turb. 
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Turb. 1 think, Moderator, we ſhould conſider how 
to fill the Curates Places ere we lay ſo many Con- 
gregations waſte, ſince we have not Men to fill the 
tixth Part of them. | 

Mod. Ha'd your Tongue, Sir, and let us do our 
Duty, and God will e'en provide. 


R. Eld. A Waſt-Quintra Believer, Moderator, 


can teach better than ony Keerate i'the North, and 
they'll ſeen learn to gi' the Comeenion, baptize and 
marry. 


Cov. I think we ſhould take a Word of that com-- 


mon Whore” the Church of England, for we have 
dreſſed our own gayly already. 

Sal. In truth, Moderator, in the Days of old, the 
firſt Thing the General Aſſembly did, was to purge 
the King's Army of Malignants; now I think we 
have as good Reaſon as ever to purge the King's 
Army of Prelates, Papiſts and Atheiſts, which abound 
in it, ſeeing they are fighting for a good Cauſe; uam 
ube finis eſt bouiſimus, ibe media debent eſſe propor- 
ticnavilia. 

Mod. Outs, Mr. Salathiel, with your Greek ! We 
know you're a Primary of a College; I'll tell you, 
we muſt not put our Hand farther than our Sleeve 


can reach. I fancy tis fitteſt and ſafeſt meddling 


with them who have no Power to oppoſe us, I mean 
the Curates, who, I think, have not many to defend 


them. 


Cov. Outward Perſecution is no Token of God's 
forſaking, for we were perſecuted twenty-eight Years 
ourſelves. 

Mod. God only chaſtiſed his own People, but he 


_ deſtroys the Malipnants: We did thrive under our 


Perſecution, but the Curates are ſtarving, which e- 


 vidently proves them to be the Wicked. I think 
we ſhould call in Mr. Orthodox, that Curate who 
ſtays on the Eaſt- ſide of Tay, and peſters that Coun- 


try with Errors. 


F:2: Cov. 


— 
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Cov, They ſay he's a good ſober Man, .arid good 


enough at his own Trade. 


Mod. We have the greater Reaſon to be afraid of 


him, for he will do us the more Harm. But I aſſure 


— he's a Malignant of a deep Dye; for he teaches 
relacy, or Epiſcopacy, Arminianiſm, or Arianiſm, 


for they're all one, ye know ; and, to conclude all, 
| he's much for dry Morality. 


All the. Committee cry out] Monſtrous, damnable 


Opinions! Huge Errors! Soul-killing Doctrines! 
Out! Away with the Curate! Cut him down ! Why 


cumbreth he the Ground ? 

Mod. We'll &en call him. Officer, call him in, 
Acer calls. Enter Mr. Orthodox. 

This is a Court fenc'd in Chriſt's Name, ſor 
there's no Appeal to be made; we deſign to be mo- 
derate; we'll only take your Kirk, that's all: And 
mark that! you are to be accuſed, as well on Faults 
to be done, as Faults already done. 

Orth. Mr. Moderator, not to meddle with the Au- 
thority of your Court, tis blaſphemous to accuſe me 
of Faults to be done, ſince God only knows them; 
*tis as ridiculous to pretend to Moderation by only 
taking away my Living, ſince tis the only Way you 
can injure me. 

Mod. Sir, you have learn'd much carnal Wit and 
Policy, but ye have not fo learn'd Chriſt——Clerk, 
read the univerſal Libel. 

Orth. I deſire to know who are Informers, that, 
according to the Law of Nature and Nations, they 
may be puniſhed if theſe Things be not made out. 

Mod. They are honeſt Men, and ſo you are no 
farther concern'd. 

Orth. I am concern'd they be not inhabile Wit- 


Mod. We are not to anſwer your Queſtions ———— 
Clerk, do your Duty. [Clerk reads. 
Clerk. Whereas, 1220, that late In- 


cumbent at was born and bred under 


that 


| 
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that helliſh Order of Epiſcopacy. 2do. That he re- 
ceived Ordination at the Hands of Prelate and Preſ- 


byter, for they're as guilty that add to the Scripture, 


as they that diminiſh therefrom. tio. That he con- 


cludes his ſtinted Prayers with the Lord's Prayer, 


which when our Saviour made, he was certainly 
drunk, if ever he was ſo in his Lifetime. 479. Grace 
doth not accompany his Miniftry. 5to. He does 
read and recommend erroneous Books, fuch as The 
whole Duty of Man. 6to. He's ſupinely negligent, 


for he ſpends four Days in the Week upon catechi- 


ſing, which ſhould be more profitably taken up in 
leckuring. 7-0. He adminiſters Baptiſm and the Com- 
munion privately, which is Charming and Sorcery. 
8. Since the bleſfed Revolution he hath kept no 
Faſts om Sundays, ordained by us for ſeeking God's 
Concurrence to the aboliſhing of Prelacy and de- 
ſtroying the King of France. gn. He would com- 
ply and ſwear Allegiance to that Tyrant King James 
(who is both forſaken of God and Man) if he were 
reſtored gain. Tom, and laſtly. Which is worſt of 
all, he could join cordially and heartily with that 
Antichriſtian Order of Prelacy, if it ſhould be brought 
back again, which God of his Juſtice will prevent. 
Mr. being guilty of all theſe, proves 
his evident Breach of the ten Commands, for which 


he ought to be degraded, deprived, depoſed and de- 


ſtroy'd. 


Med. Sir, you have heard poſitively what you have 
done, and negatively what you have not done: They 
are Sins of the Scarlet Dye, and are ſufficiently pro- 
ven by honeſt Men, who have the Fear of God in 
them. | 

Orth. Sir, I ſhould have heard the Depoſitions of 
the Witneſſes, for I'm ſure I can prove them all in- 
famous, or guilty of Malice againſt me, and this is 
according to the Acts of Parliament. 

Mod. Mr. Turbulent, What ſay you to this ? 


Turb. 
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Turb. Sir, We are not to be guided by your Ads ., | 
of Parliament, but by the Spirit of God. 


Te whole Committee cry out] Awa' with the Cu- = 
rate! He has had o'er lang a Lend of that good fat | . 
Stipend !. OP knocks rudely at the Door. 4 | 
Mod. That looks like a malignant Ra * 
Officer, ſee who diſturbs us ! 2 opens. 
Enter Captain of the Guard. * 


Capt. I have brought you the King's Letter, which 
muſt be inſtantly opened, and read, and obeyed. f 

Mod. We're about. his own Work, Sir. 8 

Capt. Sir, you are about your own Buſineſs, and 
making for your own Intereſt, and nothing at all 
concern'd with the King's Affairs. 

Mod. Sir, you miſtake us; I ſay we are about 
Jeſus Chriſt's own Work, in purging out the Cu- 
rates; and when we have done God's Work, then : 
we ſhall, in the. next Place, do his Majeſty's Grace's 1 
Work. 

All cry out. ] Tis better to obey God than Man! th 


Capt. You may, and muſt obey us once, for we en 
have God's Authority, ſince we have Power on our ba 
Side: Make haſte, elſe ws 

Med. Elſe we were diſloyal Subjects, if we diſ- do 
2 the King's Commands Clerk, read the 5 

ing's Letter. [Clerk reads. . pP 

« Gentlemen, th 

« You know what Favours I have ſhewed you, fu 
tc and. have ſupported you, becauſe I thought you 1 
& had the People on your Side; but I am told you th 

«Have loſt them, by your driving ſo furiouſly : All ho 
ce the World repreſent you as a People that are Ene- Br 
« mies to Monarchy, who are mad in Adverlity, ow 
« and in Proſperity. inſupportably inſolent. I have F 
« often warn'd you to keep your eccleſiaſtick Do- 1 
c minions within Bounds, for I was not born in a So 


« Country of jus divinum”s ; but (till you go on with- 

« out Reins, and the Church of Euglaud, which hath E. 
' « a greater People on her Side, hates you; i = 

---® | — 
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© find it for the Neceſſity of Our Government that 
« ye muſt not exerciſe your Villainy any longer in 
«© Our Name; and therefore command you to diſ- 
« ſolve immediately on the reading of theſe ; and 
« We require you to do it on your Peril, for We 
« are your Maſters, and will be obeyed.” 

Mad. Brethren, What do you think of this Let- 
ter! ä 

Sal. We ſit by a Commiſſion under the broad Seal 
of Heaven; the King's Right is only cummlative, and 
not 5bjeively privative. I think we ſhould fit and 
do our Duty. 5 

The whole Committee cry out] And not be afraid 
what Man can do unto us ! 

Capt. Do not trouble me with your ridiculous Cant 
and Gibberiſh, elſe I ſhall do my Duty; that is, to 
make my Soldiers drag you hence. 

Mod. Sir, we will not diſpleaſe you. Lord ſend 
the King good and godly Counſellors, who are for 
thee and thy Intereſt! He is but a young King, he 
has meikle Need of wiſe Men about him But give 


us only Leave to ſpeak a Word or two, and ling a 


double Verſe to God, and ſo we have done. 

Caft. You muſt not ſing down a Summer's Sun, or 
ſpeak a Word a Day long, elſe VII interrupt you; 
therefore make Halte [ Exit Captain. 

Mod. Brethren, we have brought our Hogs to a 
fair Market; we have joined with, and ſupported 
that perfidious Uſurper, who hath diſpoſſeſs'd his old 
honelt Father of the Crown, and his tender young 
Brother, and ſet them both a-begging for his Ambi- 
tion: He promiſed to protect us againſt all deadly, 
but you ſee how we are, guided; we ſhould not do 
Ill that Good may come o't. 

Sal. He hath a cor:/cientia Hollandica, indeed, who 
can ſet up, in Holland, Atheiſm, or all Religions, in 
England Prelacy, in Scotland Preſbytery, in Ireland 


Popery, and join in Duty with them all; ere ergo, 
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fi aliquis virus 9 Deum, ſeu verum Deum 
ut non praſcriptum eſt, iſie virus eſt guiltus idolatriæ. 

Turb. He pretends to defend the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, but he joins with the Enemies of it, as the 
Pope, Emperor, King of Spain, and every other E- 
nemy of it. If the Houſe be well built, 'm ſure 
there's mony a foul Finger about it. 

Cov. That Tyrant likeways faith, he hath ſecured 
Liberty and Property. Tis true, they are ſo ſecured, 
that none can call his Head or his Fortune his own. 
For here's a Man that's true both, to God and his 
King in his own Faſhion, he's clapt up in Priſon; 
there's a Man treacherous to them Lock, he goes up 
and down the Streets——/That's bra” Wark indeed ! 

Sol. from a Corner} To be plain, King William 
is worſe than Teroboam and Ahab, who made T/ras/ 
to commit Idolatry, and his Queen is like that 
painted Whore Jezebe/; the Dogs ſhall. lick both 

their Bloods yet, and they ſhall be ſent, with NVeäu- 
chadnezzar, to eat Graſs in the Fields with the Beaſts, 
| for they are more unnatural than any Brute. 

Med. All Kings are Tyrants, and the Church ne- 
ver thrives. but when *tis founded on their bloods 

- {A hundred Pounds for one of their Heads 
again! O how wou'd that reliſh ! Sweetly ! 

Sal. They are the Wicked of the Earth, and ſhould 
bedeſtroyed. I prov'd, three Years ago, that all the q 


Kings of Scotland were damn'd, becauſe they were 
all Papiſts; and now I think King William will not 
break off. 
Turb. The Scripture faith expreſly, that all the 
Kings of the Earth are ſet againſt Chriſt and his 
, Cauſe. We ſhould then obſerve the following Ad- 
vice, Let us break their Bands, and caſt their Cords 
aſunder ; that is to ſay, the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Aſſurance ; and let us ſtir up our Brethren 1'the 
Weſt- country to ſhake this Tyrant's Throne. 
All the Commiitee cr; } An excellent Overture ! 
We'll all follow your Advice! 


Re-enter 
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Ke. enter Captain. 


Capt. Pack you off, you Villains! 

Mod. We've e'en been praying for the King, for 
as ill's he's to us. 

Capt. Get you gone, you Rebels ! 

Mod. Well then! we'll e'en ſing a Verſe or two 
out of the rogth Pſalm. 


[Exeunt omnes in Confuſion, ſinging, 
Set thou the Wicked over him, 
and upon his right Hand, . 
Give thou his greateſt Enemy, 
eben Satan, Leave to ſtand ; 


And when by thee he ſhall be judg'd, 


let him condemned be ; 
And let his Pray'r be turn'd to Sin 
when he ſhall call on thee. 
Few be his Days, and in his Room 
his Charge another take; 
And cauſe the Terrors of the Lord 
his Diadem to break. [Scene cloſeth, 


EPI. 


- 
— * 
* — — 


E 
. # 


: 
we. 7 5% © 0 ST »,A, ow Py - - 45 
3 2 Fa Ls - 4 SS +» - 1 - = » * . = — 
* v | 4 
| 
. . 
g * 0 us F- * , 
. 1 fg * g 


7 Play is done; that Circumſtance, the Plot, 
Our Authors haue of meer De ſigu forgot: 
For the Fanaticks, whom we repreſent, 
Have 10 Hd Plot, nor regular Intent. 
They daſh through thick and thin; amidſt the Throng} 

They're jumbled right, and all their Neighbours wrong. 
T heir Int'reſi drives em on moſt furiouſiy, 

Withont the common Rules of Policy. 

Perhaps our Freedom may ſome Anger raiſe + 

We care not, fince tis Truth our Author ſays. , 
We do, for Truth, with that ſame Courage write, 
That honeſt Torries for thetr Kings do fight. 

We fear not then a private Shot or Stab, 

Nor yet the Fury of the Weſtern Mob; 

Neither the greater Rabble of the State, 

Which did our own King JAMIE abdicate. 
Some alſo, who nave much more Zeal than Wit, 
May think we-do burleſque the holy Writ, 

Becauſe our Heroes ſome times make Addreſs 

In ſacred Phraſe unto their Miſtreſſes ; 

But the Intelligent will only ſay, 

Ille but obſerv'd Decorum in our Play. 

For jack, without a Scripture-phraſe, could n&er 
His Miſtris court, nor cheat without a Pray'r ; 
And now, ſince Prayers are ſo much in Vogue, 

e will with one conclude this Epilogue. 
Let the juſt Heav'ns our King and ; 9 reſtore, 
And Villains never vex us any more. 
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